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FRONT COVER: The Commerce Building was once a vacant, multi-story commercial building in the heart of Downtown Baton Rouge. The 2010
Brownfield’s assessment grant funded a Phase II and Clean up planning which abated asbestos, lead based paint, PCB’s and mercury. Today, the building is back in use as a mix of residential and commercial uses, including Downtown’s only grocery store, with a total leveraged funding of $12.7 million.
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Circa 1857 Art, Antiques, Architecture Salvage
2003-2004
This property, located off of Government Street in Baton Rouge’s Mid City, was formerly a
service station and auto repair business and includes two masonry structures, built in the early 1930’s.
After sitting vacant for a number of years, the adjoining retail business Circa 1857 Art and Architecture
began leasing the space to use as a storage facility.

The owners of Circa 1857 became interested in redeveloping the property for additional retail
spaces, artist studios and workspaces – but were concerned about the environmental legacy of its past
uses and potential contamination from petroleum hazards.
The Baton Rouge brownfields program funded environmental site assessments that identified
the extent and nature of the contamination at the site. Consultants completed a detailed historical
records search, soil samples were taken from seven locations on the property, and a groundwater
sample were taken and analyzed for hazardous substances. The assessments demonstrated that there
was some historic soil contamination from underground storage tanks for gasoline – so qualified
environmental professionals recommended solutions to protect the new owner and the public from any
harm. In this case, during the redevelopment, an overlay of polymer modified concrete was added to
the existing concrete slab and sealed – allowing safe reuse of the existing buildings.
Today, the building has been successfully incorporated into the larger Circa 1857 complex of
small businesses and is a good example of successful infill development through private sector
investment. It was one of the early examples of a public-private partnership that resulted in significant
improvements to this neighborhood. At present, The owners of Circa 1857 are looking to add 30 loft
apartments, retail and community arts space to the existing arts and antiques market. McGlynn has stated
that the goal of the project at Circa 1857 is to continue to stimulate the arts, culture and retail
development by providing apartments for “starving artist” types who could use smaller spaces — 500
square feet to 1,200 square feet — to live and work.
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Gloryland Baptist Church Glory Center
2002
This property is located on the north side of Greenwell Springs Road at its intersection with
Choctaw Drive and Lobdell Boulevard. The eleven (11) acre site was formerly used as an auto repair
facility, gas station, and a warehouse storing agricultural chemicals and had been vacant for many years.
The vacant gasoline station structure was located on the property with two (2) service bays one of
which contained a vehicle lift. Concrete pavement existed over the south of the structure and within
the maintenance bays, and a vent stack from an underground storage tanks was visible on the northwest
side of the structure.
Gloryland Missionary Baptist Church expressed interest in purchasing the property with plans
of building a new worship center but was concerned about the environmental legacy of its past uses and
resulting potential contamination. The Church had been in the community for over 50 years with
congregation of approximately 750 members. Using this site as the location for a new facility would
satisfy the goals of the church regarding expansion, staying in the immediate community, and
enhancing the immediate area.
The Baton Rouge brownfields program funded environmental site assessments that identified
the extent and nature of the contamination at the site. Consultants completed a Phase II assessment of
the subject property. The assessment demonstrated that there was historic soil contamination from
Benzene, Toluene and others chemicals that exceeded their respective LDEQ RECAP standards – so
qualified environmental professionals recommended a plan to protect the new owner and the public
from any harm. In this case, they were able to identify what areas of contaminated soil would need to
be remediated before redevelopment could occur.
Today, the building has been successfully redeveloped into Gloryland Baptist Church Glory
Center. The Church is actively involved in outreach ministry providing a wide array of social programs
to the community including health services and a food bank.
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Tessier Building
2012

The Tessier Building, the oldest commercial building in Baton Rouge and the first project
funded by a loan from the South Louisiana Brownfields Coalition Revolving Loan Fund (BCRLF), has
been completely renovated. This building located at 342, 346, and 348 Lafayette Street in downtown
Baton Rouge, consists of three commercial and three residential units that are listed on the National
Historic Registry and built to LEED standards.

The owners and developers of the Tessier Buidling, Dyke Nelson and David Weinstein, were
able to access $450,000 to cover a financing gap for environmental work through the BCRLF. With
this gap financing secured, they were able to complete the work needed to bring the nearly 250 year
old building in downtown Baton Rouge back into commerce.
Before being remediated and renovated, the two-story, Spanish-Colonial style Tessier
Building had sat unoccupied for over 10 years. Built in 1764, it was the home and office of the first
probate judge of Baton Rouge, and the site of a visit by the Marquis de Lafayette in 1825. The
renovation was financed in part by state and local historic tax credits and other public and private
sources, but considerable costs remained associated with environmental work that needed to be
completed during restorations.
The building had considerable amounts of asbestos containing materials, including exterior
roofing shingles and tar/mastic flat roofing, a majority of the interior wall, floor, and ceiling covering
materials – totaling 36,845 square feet. Also lead-based paint was present on interior baseboards, wall
and ceiling molding, frames, and exterior windows and window frames, walls of a portion of the
second-story. BCRLF funds were used to encapsulate, enclose, and abate all of the asbestos and lead
paint on the property. During its years of inactivity, mold growth had occurred due to moisture
intrusion into the structure. This mold was thoroughly cleaned and disinfected, and the breaks and
gaps in the structure were repaired.
The outcome of the remediation and renovation of the Tessier Building was a project that is
economically and environmentally successful. The residential units were leased out within hours of
being listed, and Nelson and Weinstein are maintaining a growing waiting list of interested leasers.
The renovation was completed using many LEED design standards incorporated energy and
sustainability into the design – the project is awaiting certification to what is hoped to be LEED gold
certification. Energy costs in the Tessier
Building are 20% to 30% below typical
developments of its scale. Due to the
successful outcome of the project, the same
development team has started construction
on the Lafayette House, a 4-story 16-unit
condominium adjacent to the Tessier
Building that is scheduled for completion in
fall of 2013.
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Mid City Redevelopment Alliance
2007-2010

This property, located at 419 North 19th street in Mid City area of Baton Rouge, had a long
history of prior uses as a car dealership, machine shop and a cotton gin. The .6 acre site was being
leased by the non-profit organization Mid City Redevelopment Alliance (MCRA) who used it as their
headquarters and warehouse several years. The owner, Dillard’s Inc., offered to donate the building to
Mid City Redevelopment Alliance, but before that could occur, MCRA wanted to ensure that any
lingering environmental concerns were investigated and addressed.
Mid City Redevelopment requested that the Baton Rouge Brownfields program provide an
assessment of potential contamination because of their concern regarding the environmental legacy of
its past uses. Plans to redevelop the site include expansion of warehouse space for building materials,
more community meeting space, and an on-site tool lending library. These uses would allow Mid City
Redevelopment Alliance to secure the long-term control of the building, and turn this space into a
comprehensive asset for the community.
The Baton Rouge brownfields program funded several environmental site assessments that
identified the extent and nature of the contamination at the site. Environmental engineers completed
Phase I and Phase II assessments of the site which found there was some soil contamination resulting
from several hydraulic lifts that were concreted in place under the floor of the warehouse and leaking
hydraulic fluid. Also, lead paint and asbestos was found throughout the building.
With the assistance of the brownfields program, a clean-up plan was devised. A $188,000
grant was given to the brownfields program from Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
(LDEQ), which allowed the clean-up plan to be carried out. Hydraulic lifts were removed from the
floor, and contaminated soil was excavated and properly disposed of. Lead paint was sandblasted from
the walls and ceilings leaving behind beautiful natural wood. Finally, tiles and ceiling panels containing
asbestos were safely removed and disposed of. With the environmental remediation complete,
MCRA was able to accept donation of the property and proceed with a multi-million dollar renovation
plan. When carried out, this property will serve as an anchor and stimulus for neighborhood
redevelopment throughout Mid City Baton Rouge.
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North Boulevard Improvements Site
2002

The North Boulevard corridor between 10th and 19th Streets in Baton Rouge had been lined
with some of the first gasoline stations and auto repair facilities in the city . Once a sign of a thriving
economy, these stations began to shut down as downtown Baton Rouge lost many jobs and people
began to moved away from the core of the city to the suburbs. As a result the majority of these highly
visible and centrally located properties that are highly were left vacant. Based on the historical
information, most of the underground storage tanks still existed on the respective sites. Underground
storage tanks have potential for contamination from petroleum releases. Thirty-one commercial
properties were investigated for potential contamination.
The Baton Rouge brownfields program funded removal and cleanup of 22 underground
storage tanks through the USTfields Grant Program to allow for a road widening construction project
with an overpass over the railroad that bisects the corridor. The project was an important partnership
with the US Environmental Protection Agency, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality
(LDEQ) and the city. In this case, prior to the road construction, LDEQ issued a Certificate of
Completion/No Further Action. The certificate signifies that the property is safe for the intended use
and redevelopment and expansion can take place. Construction of the remaining roadway, medians,
sidewalks, and street lighting continued after the environmental remediation was completed.
The North Boulevard Improvements Site project resulted in an enhanced gateway and added a
bike lane to downtown. This infrastructure improvement has spurred additional redevelopment along
the corridor, including multi-family residential developments that have brought much-needed high
quality workforce housing to Mid City Baton Rouge and the downtown area.
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