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Mission and Goals
The mission of the East Baton Rouge Parish Planning Commission is to be a driving force
suppor ng the development and implementa on of the comprehensive plan, providing
guidance for growth, development, and restora on, while recognizing the importance of
maintaining healthy, diversiﬁed neighborhoods, encouraging increased access to economic
opportunity, and enhancing the quality of life for all residents of East Baton Rouge Parish.
2020 Goals
• Apply policies consistently through decision making and ac ons.
• Treat all applica ons and individuals fairly and objec vely.
• Provide planning services that are consistent with the goals and objec ves of the
Comprehensive Plan.
• Promote the educa on, awareness and involvement of the ci zens in the planning
process.
• Guide growth and development to encourage economic vitality and employment
opportuni es throughout the community without nega vely impac ng infrastructure,
the environment or public services.
• Provide professional development and training for Planning Commission members
and staﬀ.
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Baton Rouge created its
City Planning Commission in
1941 under the provisions of
State Act No. 204, wri en in
1926, and Sec on 33 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes. In
1949, the City of Baton Rouge
combined with the Parish of
East Baton Rouge to become
one of the United States’ ﬁrst
consolidated city and parish
governing units; hence the
name City-Parish Planning
Commission.
The legislated role of the
Planning Commission is “to
make and adopt a master plan
for the physical development
of the municipality and
promote
public
interest
in and understanding of a
plan.” With this charge, The
Commission coordinates the
implementa on and update
of the Comprehensive Plan
and also develops zoning and
subdivision regula ons.
The Planning Commission
makes
recommenda ons
to the Metropolitan Council
regarding
ordinances,
regula ons and land use
requirements, applying its
knowledge and experience
to the planning and zoning
ma ers they consider at
monthly public hearings.
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Commi ees
Historic Preserva on Commission
The Historic Preserva on Commission (HPC) was
established by the Metropolitan Council in 2004. It is
considered a part of the planning func ons of City-Parish
Government, and is administered by the staﬀ of the Oﬃce
of the Planning Commission.
In 2020, the HPC processed 12 applica ons which included
Cer ﬁcates of Appropriateness in Spanish Town and Drehr
Place, demoli ons within the downtown development
character area and local historic landmark designa ons
throughout the parish.
The Leo Butler House was designated a local landmark

Beauregard Town Survey
One of the biggest accomplishments in 2020 came with
the comple on of the Beauregard Town Historic District
Survey. The survey was a process of gathering informa on
and facts about a community's historic resources. Of the
517 structures surveyed, 90 percent were found to be built
more than 50 years ago. Given the fact that structures
must be at least 50 years old to be considered for the
Na onal Register, this is exci ng news. The most common
architectural styles in the area are overwhelmingly Queen
Anne (52%) and Cra sman (26%). In total, the surveyed
area features 38 styles and 38 forms.

Jeﬀ Kuehny, Beauregard Town Civic Associa on President,
speaks to Beauregard Town stakeholders about a
poten al local historic district. Planning Director Ryan
Holcomb and Assistant Planning Director Gilles Morin sit
in the center.

Staﬀ spent months surveying Beauregard Town. The
Kennard-Turnbull house (c. 1824) is the oldest structure in
the neighborhood.

2020 HPC Members (from top): Nedra Hains, Byron
Washington, Whitney Hoﬀman-Sayal, Sara
Brignac, Uyuho Eduok, and Amy Fransen.
Not Pictured: Markeda Co onham
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Commi ees Con nued
Complete Streets Advisory Commi ee

CSAC Members: Back Row from le Rex Cabanniss, Mark Mar n (Vice Chair), Dennis Mitchell, Second Row
Nancy Curry, Whitney Hoﬀman-Sayal (Chair), Dr. Peter Breaux, Laurence Lambert , Vance Baldwin. Front
Row: Tara Wicker, Candace Temple, Dr. Jeanne George, Stephen Kauﬀman, Eric Dexter, Jared Hymowitz.
Not pictured: Ryan Benton, Thomas Benne and Elizabeth Walker

Policy Implementa on
Complete streets are designed for considera on for users of all ages and physical ability and they allow for mul ple
modes of transporta on. Since 2014, the Parish has had a policy in place to begin implemen ng these concepts into
the transporta on network. The year this policy was adopted, Smart Growth America recognized Baton Rouge in their
"Best of Policies" report as a model for language regarding all users and modes.
Although the Parish s ll lacks a truly complete street, progress has been made to have elements of complete streets
throughout the area. Also the State's road transfer program has enhanced major corridor streets such as Government
and Acadian Thruway to incorporate more pedestrian and bicycle facili es. With massive infrastructure projects such
as MovEBR, Bus Rapid Transit and the Baton Rouge Lakes Master plan taking hold in the next several years, having a
solid complete streets policy in place will prove to be valuable. In 2020, the East Baton Rouge Pedestrian and Bicycle
Master Plan was adopted by council. This years metrics expand on the baselines created in 2019 and are listed on the
next page.
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* New bike lane miles include East Boulevard.
** New mul -use paths include Levee Path Phase III.
*** New sidewalk miles are be er quality aerial photography which is why this number doubled from last year.
PG. 8

ANNUAL REPORT

PLANNING

Awards, Conferences, and Recogni on
Planning Director’s Award
Every year, the Planning Director selects one member of staﬀ whose
contribu ons over the prior twelve months have contributed
signiﬁcantly to the success of the Planning Commission’s work.
In 2020, Senior Planner, Blanca Azucena Tejera was selected as
the Planning Commission Employee of the Year. Blanca received
this recogni on as a result of her on-going eﬀorts to enhance
Baton Rouge through the work of the Planning Commission.
Blanca came to the Planning Commission from the Permit oﬃce.
Her previous experience as a commercial plans reviewer has been
a huge asset in reviewing projects that involve the prepara on
of plans, including complex planned developments as well as
condi onal use permits. Her a en on to detail, which builds on
her experience as a cer ﬁed building plans examiner, ensures that
these projects meet all the requirements of our code.

Conferences
Staﬀ par cipated in the following conferences in 2020:
• American Planning Associa on, Cross Chapter
Conference (virtual)
• CPEX, Smart Growth Summit (virtual)
• Na onal Trust for Historic Preserva on, Saving
Places (virtual)
• Statewide Economic Development Summit
(virtual)
• Louisiana Brownﬁelds Conference (virtual)
• re-Vision ASLA: American Society of Landscape
Architects (virtual)

A na ve of Nicaragua, Blanca rou nely proves her value to the
Planning Commission by providing accurate transla on to our
growing Hispanic popula on. We are lucky to have her as a
member of the team.

Employee of the Month
Employee of the Month is a recogni on given by the
Planning Director and Assistant Director to recognize
employees for their work.

Frank Duke (le ) presents the Director's Award to Senior
Planner, Blanca Azucena Tejera (right)

January -- Alex Johnson
February -- Michael Hynson
March -- Glenn Hanna
June -- Jasmine Thomas
July -- Meaghan Nguyen
August -- Maggie Trenary Gleason
September -- Rexter Chambers
October -- Marie Hopkins
November -- Vance Baldwin
December -- Anne e Chambliss
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Project Speciﬁc Commi ees
Storm Water Master Plan
Mr Holcomb serves on the steering commi ee reviewing the work of the consultants selected by the Parish
Department of Transporta on and Drainage to develop a parish-wide stormwater master plan. The plan will iden fy
needed improvements to stormwater facili es throughout the parish as well as recommended revisions to the
Uniﬁed Development Code to be er protect property from the impacts of ﬂooding.
Short Term Rentals
In early 2020, Gilles Morin par cipated in a working group led by the Federa on of Greater Baton Rouge Civic
Associa ons to discuss poten al regula ons for short term rentals (STR's). The group discussed problems associated
with over satura on of STRs in areas that exacerbated parking problems. Other issues such as loud par es that could
also nega vely impact exis ng homes were discussed. The Federa on distributed a survey to iden fy if there was
suﬃcient interest to create regula ons and whether it would help to address exis ng issues. The group would like to
determine if speciﬁc areas should be targeted or if regula ons should be Parish-wide. The group hopes to con nue
mee ng in 2021.
Baton Rouge Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Ac on Plan
Former Planning Director, Frank Duke served on the steering commi ee for the Pedestrian-Bike Safety Ac on Plan
while Planning Project Coordinator Gilles Morin served on the technical commi ee. Staﬀ worked with LADOTD, and
consultants from Arcadis, to provide comments on the Baton Rouge Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Ac on Plan. The
plan was completed in July 2020. It was sponsored by the FHWA because of the high number of pedestrian and
bicycle fatali es. The safety ac on plan proposed a list of engineering and non-engineering countermeasures to
address poten al safety concerns along corridors and intersec ons. The recommenda ons were intended to be
supplemented by loca on speciﬁc inves ga ons to improve condi ons for users.
Bike and Pedestrian Safety Coali on
Planning Project Coordinator Gilles Morin con nued to serve on the Bike and Pedestrian Safety Team in 2020. The
team met to develop strategies to combat these sta s cs including improved infrastructure; marke ng campaigns
to educate all users on pedestrian and bicycle laws; improved crash data repor ng; oﬀering design and educa on
workshops; and using a Complete Streets approach to design.
Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan
Former Planning Director, Frank Duke served on the steering commi ee for the Pedestrian-Bike Master Plan while
Planning Project Coordinator Gilles Morin served on the technical commi ee. The Plan was adopted by the Metro
Council in June. It is now part of FUTUREBR’s Transporta on Element that will serve as a guide to implement bicycle
and pedestrian programs and projects for our community. The plan analyzed the exis ng network and current
programs to iden fy strengths and weaknesses. It provides recommenda ons for updates to exis ng policies and
non-engineering programs to support implementa on of the master plan. It outlines the priori za on results and
phasing of a proposed network and provides planning-level cost es mates. This chapter also includes a barrier
analysis, which involves the study of poten al conﬂicts caused by natural and man-made barriers on the proposed
network. A master plan had not been completed and adopted in East Baton Rouge since the 1990s.
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Public Outreach
Public Comment Form:

Before the COVID-19 shutdown, the Planning Oﬃce created a new online comment card for members of the public. It
allows all comments to be submi ed with no physical interac on thus prohibi ng the spread of the disease. When the
general public was not allowed to a end public mee ngs, the comments were read into the record during the public
hearing. So far, we have received over 1000 comments.

Community Planning

With social distancing measures in place and only essen al business going to council, proclama ons for our local
planning ini a ves such as historic preserva on, ﬂooding, and community planning were paused, but will pick up once
again when the pandemic is over. Na onally, the importance of planning is recognized every October with Na onal
Community Planning Month. This year's theme was Planning is Essen al to Recovery.
East Baton Rouge Parish has par cipated in the Na onal Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) since 1979 and the Community
Ra ng System (CRS) since 1991. The Parish is a CRS Class 7 ra ng. This ra ng results in a 15% reduc on in ﬂood
insurance premiums for our residents.
Several community mee ngs around the parish were a ended by planning staﬀ in 2020 to discuss a variety of topics
from planning to neighborhood concerns regarding developments. A er March, all mee ngs were held virtually.
These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hundred Oaks Civic Associa on - S. Acadian Oﬃce Park
Pecue Place: - PUD
Summergrove Subdivision
@Highland Development
Motor City Development
Briar Place - HOA mee ng
Foster Creek Subdivision
Council District 9 Mee ng

Planning staﬀ also presented before the following groups:
• Baton Rouge Federa on of Civic Associa ons : Overview of the Planning Commission
• Baton Rouge North Economic Development District : Brownﬁeld Sites
• Beauregard Town Civic Associa on : Historic Survey Findings
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Resource Center
The Resource Center provides a planning professional who is available during oﬃce hours to assist members of the public
with the planning process, and to answer general ques ons about planning regula ons and procedures. The planner
also facilitates the provision of one-on-one assistance to answer more speciﬁc ques ons. Requests are responded to by
telephone, face to face, by mail, or email. This helps to improve customer service by increasing accessibility to the planning
staﬀ, expedi ng the applica on process, providing numerous professional services, and dissemina ng informa on.
The Resource Center assisted over 2,731 people from the public through November 2020. The majority of the ques ons are
centered on the Uniﬁed Development Code and speciﬁc requirements of development. In August, the Planning Director
adjusted the me the Resource Center was open to include Noon to 1:00pm. This extended the me a professional planner
was available to assist the public to include typical lunch mes. This me is usually when someone is able to run errands.

Professional Development and Public Engagement
Educa on
The following staﬀ hold professional cer ﬁca ons which require upkeep of con nuing educa on units:
• Ryan Holcomb - American Ins tute of Cer ﬁed Planners
• Gilles Morin - American Ins tute of Cer ﬁed Planners, Cer ﬁed Floodplain Manager
• Vance Baldwin - American Society of Landscape Architects, Cer ﬁed Floodplain Manager
• Maggie Trenary Gleason - American Ins tute of Cer ﬁed Planners
• Blanca Azucena Tejera - Louisiana State Uniform Construc on Code Council
Staﬀ members were able to take advantage of several opportuni es for professional development during the Covid-19
shutdown. Webinars included APA's Housing for Diversity, City Health Safe Street in American Ci es: How Complete Streets
Laws are Crea ng Stronger Communi es, EPA Resource Roadmapping for Revitaliza on: Tools for Leveraging Funding &
Other Resources for Brownﬁelds & Land Revitaliza on, Subdivision Design for Flood Resillience, and Planning for Wildﬁres.

Boards and Organiza ons
Planning Director Ryan Holcomb serves on Baton Rouge Area Chamber’s Quality of Place Commi ee, which focuses on the
a rac veness of is built and natural environment, with unique features and des na ons, which add value to life, work,
and play, and the economic opportuni es those create. This work includes improving maintenance and code enforcement,
sustainable development and blight elimina on, and community enhancement and beau ﬁca on programs. The Commi ee
iden ﬁed upda ng the Uniﬁed Development Code one of four priority areas considered essen al to the enhancement of
the City-Parish’s quality of place and a rac veness for new businesses. The Commi ee made this a priority in 2020
Planning Director Ryan Holcomb serves on the Board of Directors for the Mid City Redevelopment Alliance (MCRA), a nonproﬁt organiza on dedicated to the growth and renewal of the Mid City region.
Site Plans and Plats Manager Vance Baldwin serves on the Complete Streets Ci zen’s Advisory Commi ee.
Long Range Planning Manager Maggie Trenary Gleason serves on the board of the Louisiana Brownﬁeld Associa on.
Long Range Planner Collin Lindrew serves as Assistant Director to the Capital Sec on of American Planning Associa on's
Louisiana Chapter. The Louisiana APA chapter's mission is to promote the prac ce of community and regional planning in
Louisiana by enhancing the eﬀec veness of planners in impac ng public policy.
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Administra on
The Administra on Division of the Planning Commission oversees the du es of the Planning Commission, including the
day-to-day management of the department and all personnel. This division is responsible for developing the department
budget, developing and coordina ng work programs, processing all Uniﬁed Development Code amendments and
processing payroll. This division also works closely with other City-Parish department heads, agencies, and organiza ons
to develop and monitor projects, and represents the Planning Commission before the public at various mee ngs including
Metropolitan Council. Addi onally, the administra on regularly provides informa onal updates on mul ple projects to
various groups, including the Greater Baton Rouge Federa on of Civic Associa ons, neighborhood groups, the Board of
Realtors and the Growth Coali on.

Back : Ryan Holcomb and Gilles Morin
Front: Anne e Chambliss and Donna Benne

Reasonable Accommoda on
The Federal Fair Housing Act makes it unlawful for locali es to make a dwelling unavailable to a person because of race,
color, na onal origin, religion, sex, familial status or disability. A viola on of this federal law occurs by showing that a
policy or prac ce of a local government has a disparate impact on a protected class. Prohibited discrimina on includes
failure to make reasonable accommoda on in rules and policies when such is necessary to aﬀord a protected person
equal opportunity to use and enjoy a dwelling.
The Fair Housing Act deﬁnes “handicap” (the Americans With Disabili es Act uses the term “disability”) to include
recovering substance abuse pa ents, meaning that the Parish must allow homes serving the needs of people with
handicaps or disabili es in all zoning districts that permit single family homes through the gran ng of a Reasonable
Accommoda on. In 2020, the Planning Commission approved 16 of these requests.

Amendments to the Uniﬁed Development Code
The following is a list of amendments to the Uniﬁed Development Code approved by the Metropolitan Council in 2020
on the recommenda on of the Planning Commission.
February:
Chapter 10, Overlay Districts The Hundred Oaks Overlay requires that abu ng nonconforming lots in the area that are
held in common ownership as of March 1, 2020 be considered as a single lot for purposes of development.
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May:
Chapter 4 Site Plans and Plats This amendment relocates and updates language rela ve to u lity requirements in
subdivisions.
Chapter 14 U li es This amendment reorganizes and updates language to eliminate conﬂic ng requirements.
Chapter 19, Deﬁni ons This amendment relocates deﬁni ons currently in Chapter 14, to Chapter 19 and revises
deﬁni ons associated with other chapters.
June:
Chapter 3 Processes This amendment applies the same standard to subsequent condi onal use permit applica ons,
allowing a now condi onal use permit to be sought on a property which a previous condi onal use permit has been
denied if the new applica on is for a less intense use.
August:
Chapter 8 Zoning Districts A re-write of Chapter 8 which reorganizes the chapter by intensity of use, eliminated some
zoning districts, made others inac ve, and restored one district to ac ve use.
Chapter 9 Use Regula ons A re-write of Chapter 9 which creates easy to read tables of principal uses by zoning districts.
Chapter 11 Dimensional Regula ons A re-write of Chapter 11 which creates easy to read tables of development
standards by building type.
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Long Range Planning Division
The Long Range Planning Division is responsible for the coordina on and implementa on of FUTUREBR, the 20-year
comprehensive land use and development plan for the City and Parish. The primary func on of this Division is to focus
on long-range, comprehensive planning for the City-Parish. The Long Range Planning Division also administers the
Brownﬁelds Program, Enterprise Zone Program and Restora on Tax Abatement Program along with staﬃng the Historic
Preserva on Commission and the Complete Streets Commi ees.

Back: Maggie Trenary Gleason and Marie Hopkins
Front: Jasmine Thomas and Collin Lindrew

FUTUREBR

FUTUREBR was adopted in 2011, and the ﬁrst update was approved
by the Planning Commission and Metropolitan Council in 2018. This
year's focus was on implementa on and lead agency coordina on.

Plan Amendments

FUTUREBR serves as a guide for development within the Parish. Processes for amendments and updates to the plan
were developed so altera ons in growth pa erns can be accommodated. Condi ons change over me and require
review at a greater detail for the plan to remain relevant. In 2020, staﬀ processed 19 plan amendments.

Enterprise Zone Program

The Baton Rouge Enterprise Zone (EZ) Program encourages the crea on of permanent new jobs in geographically
targeted areas of the parish. The EZ Program oﬀers local sales tax rebates to new and expanding businesses that are
located in Enterprise Zones or in specially designated Economic Development Zones. The local program oﬀers a 1.9%
sales tax refund on construc on materials and equipment purchased by eligible non-retail businesses located within a
designated Enterprise or Economic Development Zone.
In 2020, the Long Range Division received seventeen Advance No ﬁca ons from the State including one new Enterprise
Zone applica ons for eligible projects. Currently, there are four ac ve applica ons undergoing review; the others were
either not in eligible loca ons or chose not to pursue an applica on.

Restora on Tax Abatement

The Restora on Tax Abatement (RTA) is a State program that provides an up to ten-year abatement of local property
taxes on the renova ons and improvements of exis ng commercial structures and owner-occupied residences. This
incen ve is open to all businesses and homeowners in qualifying loca ons such as the Downtown Development District,
Economic Development Districts, Historic Districts, or those listed on the Na onal Register of Historic Places. In 2019,
the state added Federal Opportunity Zones as a qualifying loca on.
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The Long Range Division processes applica ons submi ed to Louisiana Economic Development, preparing a summary
of the project and an es mate of the amount of property taxes that would be abated for each project that is provided
to the aﬀected taxing authori es and to the Metropolitan Council for their evalua on and approval. The Long Range
Planning Division processed 25 advances, 25 new applica ons and 6 renewals.

In Loving Arms, a medical pediatric center in the Scotlandville area, was approved for the Restora on tax abatement
which created 10 new jobs, and made a capital investment of $1.5 million into upgrades of the building.

Brownﬁelds Program
The Planning Commission successfully closed out a $400,000 EPA Community-wide Brownﬁeld Assessment Grant and
submi ed a new applica on for ﬁscal year 2021. These funds are used to provide environmental site assessments on
underu lized proper es in Baton Rouge, and to provide area-wide brownﬁeld inventories of corridors targeted for
reinvestment. Implemen ng the Imagine Plank Road small area plan will involve assessing many brownﬁeld sites in
this corridor and will be the focus of the program for the next year. Mid-City and Scotlandville will con nue to be a
priority focus as well.
The City-Parish is also a member of the South Louisiana Brownﬁelds Coali on Revolving Loan Fund. This fund provides
access to remedia on loans and grants for brownﬁeld redevelopment projects in Baton Rouge, Acadiana, Houma/
Thibodaux, and Lake Charles.

Interns
University students who are currently enrolled in programs such as architecture, landscape architecture, geography,
urban planning and related ﬁelds can be considered for the intern program. The program provides an opportunity for
students to apply their studies to advance the work plan of the Planning Commission and gain valuable experience.
Chris Berg, a ﬁ h year architecture student from LSU, is minoring in construc on management. Chris worked on
our Beauregard Town Standing Structure Survey by assis ng our consultants with the ﬁeld work, data collec on and
photography. Our newest interns are Camille Norton and Gabriel Olivier, who are both polical science majors at LSU.

PG. 16

ANNUAL REPORT

Current Planning Division

The Current Planning Division provides professional assistance and advice to the public for the development of land
throughout East Baton Rouge Parish. This assistance may take the form of answering inquiries as to what various parcels
of land are zoned and what land uses are permi ed in the diﬀerent zoning districts, or answering ques ons from the public
concerning the development of property as it relates to the Uniﬁed Development Code and the Comprehensive Plan.
The primary func on of this division is to focus on rezoning cases that require processing applica ons and presen ng the
applica ons at public hearings before the Planning Commission and Metropolitan Council. The sec on is also responsible
for planned developments, le ers of interpreta on, and condi onal use permits

From le to right: Glenn Hanna, Blanca Azucena Tejera, Esbii Ogholoh, Donnicha London,
Mashanka Taylor, Ablenell Smith and Meaghan Nguyen

Planned Developments

Planned Developments (PUD) are a zoning with a site plan together that specify the uses and allow for the varia on of
conven onal zoning requirements in regards to setbacks and lot dimensions. PUDs oﬀer neighboring property owners
details to the proposed development as well as the ability to comment at the public hearings. The Planning Commission
Staﬀ coordinates with various city departments such as Traﬃc and Drainage, Landscape, and Subdivision Engineering, in
the review to ensure that each submi al complies with the Uniﬁed Development Code.

Residents gathered at the open space in Pointe Marie, a
Planned Unit Development

A new bridge at Rouzan Development links this new neighborhood to the surrounding uses through a connected and
walkable design.
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Site Plan and Plat Division

The Site Plan and Plat Division provides assistance to the public for the division of land and site plan review of large
developments which allow for permi ed uses by right with the current zoning. Divisions of property may include large
subdivisions, small divisions of family land or exchanges of property between adjoining property owners.
Site Plan review may include developments requiring substan al altera ons to an exis ng building footprints or the
planning of a project which may impact the surrounding property owners due to infrastructure improvements.

Subdivisions

Site Plan Review

Subdivision ac vity includes the following:
• Division of a lot, tract, or parcel of land into two or more
lots, plots, sites, or other units of land
• Dedica on, gran ng, or construc on of a road, highway,
street, alley, or servitude through a tract of land regardless
of area
• Exchange of property in which property lines are
reconﬁgured, but no new lots are created
• Combina on of smaller lots of record into larger tracts
• Development of a tract or site of ﬁve acres on which two or
more mul -family buildings, oﬃce buildings, shops or store
buildings, warehouses or other commercial or industrial
buildings are to be developed

The Site Plan Review process, which was revised in 1995,
assures that all new major mul -family, commercial
and industrial developments within the City-Parish
have adequate drainage, parking facili es and space for
vehicular circula on, as well as proper zoning. Site Plan
Review applies to all high density units such as:
• Mul -family projects of more than 75 units or oﬃces,
shops, stores
• Other commercial or industrial uses with a building(s)
of more than 30,000 square feet, an addi on to an
exis ng structure in which the increase in aggregate
ﬂoor area is greater than twenty percent
• Any building that falls within an Urban Design Overlay
District

Exchange of property applica ons and subdivision applica ons
that create ﬁve or less lots that have the required frontage
and no waivers of the Subdivision Ordinance are reviewed
by the Planning Commission Staﬀ. All other subdivision
applica ons are reviewed by the Planning Commission Staﬀ
and the Department of Development’s Development Review
Commi ee prior to approval of the proposed development by
the Planning Commission.

Our Lady of the Lake Internal medicine clinic located in the
Government Street Urban Design Overlay District was constructed this year following a detailed design review.
PG. 18

Diﬀerent procedures apply for projects with more than
100 mul -family units or oﬃces, shops, stores or other
commercial uses with a building or buildings containing
more than 50,000 square feet. Projects of this magnitude
are subject to Planning Commission approval. Developers
of proper es that require Site Plan Review submit
appropriate informa on to the Planning Commission and
coordina ng agencies for review.

Site Plan and Plat staﬀ: From le , Rexter Chambers,
Vance Baldwin and Alex Johnson
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2020 Case Ac vity
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2020 FUTUREBR PROGRESS REPORT
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ASSESSING OVERALL PROGRESS
GREEN: Moving forward - most ac vi es are on track
YELLOW: Progress made - things are happening but some concerns
RED: Progress stopped - major issues or nothing happening

This report will also use the AARP Livability Index, a web-based tool developed by the AARP Public Policy Ins tute to
measure community livability on an scale of 0-100, with higher scores represen ng greater livability. This score uses
40 metrics and 20 policies across seven categories: housing, neighborhood, transporta on, environment, health, civic
engagement, and opportunity.

AARP Livability Score
Baton Rouge, LA

53
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FUTUREBR CORE VALUES FROM THE VISION
This vision was developed by a diverse group of residents
and stakeholders that provided input through workshops,
open houses, interviews, focus groups and survey
discussions. Respondents consistently cited the following
core values and aspira ons they believed should be the
founda on for building a vision for East Baton Rouge
Parish.
Prosperity: All residents have access to a thriving
economy with job opportuni es in growing diverse
businesses.
Equity: All residents have access to a good educa on,
public services, housing and job opportuni es.
Diversity: The City is known for embracing diversity and
acceptance of other cultures, ethnici es and groups.
Safety: People feel safe where they live, work and play.
Strong Neighborhoods and Communi es:
Neighborhoods in all areas of the City-Parish are desirable
places to live and have a range of housing types and
nearby ameni es to serve residents.
Convenient Transporta on: There is a variety of choices
for moving both people and goods, as well as improving
exis ng ways to move throughout the parish.
Healthy Environment: Natural resources are protected
and conserved to provide ac ve and passive recrea onal
opportuni es for current and future residents.

2020 REVIEW:

ELEMENT BY ELEMENT

FUTUREBR proposes an ambi ous blueprint for the future of
Baton Rouge – how the Parish will look, func on, and feel in
the coming decades. This report can provide an early warning
if goals are not being met. It also can provide informa on
about successes, and achieving the goals of the plan.
The Progress Report provides an analysis of ac on items used
to implement the plan and outlines successes from lead agency
ac vi es. Using parish-wide and local indicators such as annual
building permits issued, miles of trails completed, and rent
burden, the Progress Report measures implementa on of the
plan toward achieving the Vision.
This report can be used by the administra on to deﬁne
budgetary priori es, Capital Improvements Planning and
overall work programs for the City-Parish Departments and
the Lead Agencies that assist in the implementa on of the
Comprehensive Plan.
FUTUREBR completed its ﬁrst update in 2018, and the 2020
progress report reﬂects those changes.

Sustainability: The future reﬂects the crea vity and
resiliency of East Baton Rouge Parish’s residents and
oﬀers a sustainable place for ci zens to thrive- with
a focus on building a future based on ﬁscal, physical,
environmental economic and equitable sustainability.

Ci zens from around the Parish par cipate in the open house for the East Baton Rouge
Pedestrian Bicycle Master Plan.
PG. 23
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Land Use
LAND USE GOALS
1. Use the adopted Comprehensive
Plan to guide development decisions.
2. Make land use decisions that contribute to
the Vision and East Baton Rouge Parish’s
economic vitality.
3. Build a community fabric of dis nc ve
neighborhoods and diverse districts where
Parish residents have access to local
commercial areas, schools, libraries, parks
and open space areas.
4. Maintain, stabilize and strengthen exis ng
neighborhoods, making them places where
new residents are a racted to live.

The purpose of this element is to guide the physical growth of the City of
Baton Rouge and Parish of East Baton Rouge, and provide the framework
for the crea on of land development regula ons and policies.

Indicators

Propor on of inﬁll construc on
FUTUREBR an cipates the addi on of roughly 48,000 new households
and 135,000 new jobs in the Parish by 2030, and calls for ten percent of
new growth to be inﬁll and redevelopment. By analyzing new construc on
permits based on their loca on in the four character areas, the propor on
of new growth that is inﬁll can be determined by adding the percentages
located in Downtown and Urban/Walkable.

5. Promote development pa erns that
encourage connec vity and walkability.
6. Put procedures, processes and tools in place
to eﬀec vely and equitably implement
FUTUREBR.
7. Ensure that areas where new
growth is occurring beneﬁt from high quality
sustainable development
8. Preserve and enhance
environmental assets.
9. Establish a mechanism and process
to monitor movement towards realizing the
Vision.

In 2020, the high percentage of residen al development in suburban areas
brings the total inﬁll development to 9%, which is less than the FUTUREBR
scenario. The chart above shows the Downtown and Urban/Walkable
character areas had 34.5% of new commercial development which was
an increase from last year. The majority of new residen al construc on
occurred in the Suburban area with 90% of residen al permits issued in this
character areas. The map on the next page pinpoints these permits within
the Parish.

10. Enhance community design character by
upgrading components of the
built environment.
11. Support a dis nc ve urban iden ty,
enriched sense-of-place, and high quality of
life.
Total Element Objec ves – 28
Total Element Ac on Items – 50
Principal Lead Agencies
Planning Commission
Informa on Services
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President
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Drone image of blighted site in Mid-City, a former auto repair and ﬁlling sta on
and a rendering of the new housing proposed. Planning staﬀ assisted this inﬁll
development with a rezoning, and the site used UDC parking alterna ves to
make the project work.
Once the development addresses remedia on and clean up, the site will provide
much needed housing near the new Baton Rouge General Emergency Room and
the Bridge Center Mental Heath Clinic,which are crea ng numerous jobs, and
needed services.
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LAND USE GOALS
1. Use the adopted Comprehensive
Plan to guide development decisions.
2. Make land use decisions that contribute to
the Vision and East Baton Rouge Parish’s
economic vitality.
3. Build a community fabric of dis nc ve
neighborhoods and diverse districts where
Parish residents have access to local
commercial areas, schools, libraries, parks
and open space areas.
4. Maintain, stabilize and strengthen exis ng
neighborhoods, making them places where
new residents are a racted to live.
5. Promote development pa erns that
encourage connec vity and walkability.
6. Put procedures, processes and tools
in place to eﬀec vely and equitably
implement FUTUREBR.
7. Ensure that areas where new
growth is occurring beneﬁt from high
quality sustainable development
8. Preserve and enhance
environmental assets.
9. Establish a mechanism and process
to monitor movement towards realizing
the Vision.
10. Enhance community design character by
upgrading components of the
built environment.
11. Support a dis nc ve urban iden ty,
enriched sense-of-place, and high quality
of life.
Total Element Objec ves – 28
Total Element Ac on Items – 50
Principal Lead Agencies
Planning Commission
Build Baton Rouge
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President
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Share of Metropolitan Sta s cal Area popula on
East Baton Rouge Parish is the central parish within the Greater Baton
Rouge metropolitan area. The metropolitan sta s cal area (MSA)
includes nine other parishes: Ascension, Assump on, East Feliciana,
Iberville, Livingston, Point Coupee, St. Helena, West Baton Rouge, and
West Feliciana. FUTUREBR was predicated on an “aspira onal popula on
forecast” that projects the Parish will retain its propor onal share of the
region’s popula on. When FUTUREBR was adopted in 2011, East Baton
Rouge’s share of region-wide popula on was 55 percent. In 2019, this
share was es mated to have declined to 53 percent; while not sta s cally
signiﬁcant, we need to con nue to monitor this change.
Source: US Census

Accomplishments
Uniﬁed Development Code Amendments
Since the crea on and update of FUTUREBR, several important Uniﬁed
Development Code amendments have been made that align with land use
goals. In 2020, the last major updates to the zoning code were completed,
along with streamlined charts for the uses allowed, which was a substan al
goal of FUTUREBR.

Permit Review Times
In March of 2020, Department of Development increased their third party
reviews and made full use of MyPermit Now so ware which has resulted
in a much faster and predictable review turnaround as shown in the chart
below. Some of the highest review mes, 78 days for a residen al permit,
have seen an 80% improvement.

ANNUAL REPORT
Small Area Plans
Small Area Planning is a partnership between the City-Parish and
the area’s stakeholders – residents, businesses, ins tu ons, and
other government en es. The advantage of the Small Area Plan
is that it engages community involvement to produce focused
recommenda ons, ideas, and desires for one area with a goal of
making the process more predictable and eﬃcient.
In 2020, a er a year of community mee ngs and planning Imagine
Plank Road, was adopted, and there are now a total of three small
area plans. This small area plan addresses community disinvestment
by planning for a transit oriented development. Planning staﬀ and
Build Baton Rouge are working together to create an incen ves
overlay based on lowered parking requirements and higher density
credits in exchange for desired uses and high quality design.

MOVING FORWARD

Key Accomplishments
Small Area Plans:
Health District
Scotlandville
Imagine Plank Road
UDC Amendments
Permit Review improvements

Rendering of a catalyst project on Plank Road, The Food Hub, a mixed use
of housing, grocery, pharmacy and an incubator space for start-up culinary
businesses
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COMMUNITY DESIGN AND
NEIGHBORHOODS GOALS
1. Enhance community character by upgrading
components of the built environment.
2. Support a dis nc ve community iden ty;
enriched sense of place, and high quality of life.
3. Promote development pa erns that encourage
connec vity and pedestrian orienta on.
Total Element Objec ves – 13
Total Element Ac on Items – 39
Principal Lead Agencies
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President
Planning Commission
Build Baton Rouge
Department of Development

Community Design and Neighborhoods
The purpose of this element is to guide new development and
encourage reinvestment in exis ng neighborhoods so that strong
interconnected neighborhoods and districts are created and
enhanced which are healthy, walkable and comfortable. It includes
descrip ons that Baton Rouge can use to increase connec vity and
walkability and includes policy goals which should be implemented
through zoning. The Community Design and Neighborhood Element
supplements the Land Use and the Transporta on elements with
recommenda ons for form, character, and func onality.

Indicator
Walk Score
One metric used to measure the walkability of a city is the
proprietary Walk Score indicator produced by walkscore.com. The
Walk Score measures walkability on a scale from 0 - 100 based on
walking routes to des na ons such as grocery stores, schools,
parks, restaurants, and retail. In 2020, Baton Rouge was given
a Walk Score of 41, making us a “Car-Dependent City” ranking
85th out of 108 US ci es with a popula on greater than 200,000.
The walk score is an improvement from 2015, when Baton Rouge
had a walk score of 37. Walk Score noted that the most walkable
neighborhoods in Baton Rouge are Downtown, the Garden District,
and Mid City.
Bike Score
For the ﬁrst me, in 2020, Baton Rouge also received a bike score.
Baton Rouge has a bike score of 47, making us a "Somewhat
Bikeable" city. Baton Rouge ranks 72nd out of 108 U.S. ci es with a
popula on greater than 200,000.
Source: www.walkscore.com

The adop on and implemneta on of the
Pedestrian and Bicycle Master plan will have
a posi ve impact on Community Design and
Neighborhoods.
Gotcha bikes at Milford Wampold Memorial Park
Source: The Advocate
PG. 28
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Accomplishments
State Historic Preserva on Grant
Last year, the City-Parish was awarded a grant to develop a building
survey and design guidelines for Beauregard Town. In 2020, with the
help of our consultants and interns, we completed both the building
survey and the design guidelines. These deliverables are key to allow
Beauregard Town to begin pursing Local Historic District designa on.
In 2021, we an cipate the designa on of Beauregard Town as Baton
Rouge's third Local Historic District.

AARP Livability
Score
Neighborhood Category
Access to life work and play

37
MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
Beauregard Town Survey and
Design Guidelines
Dr. Leo S. Butler House
Opera on Fresh Start

Historic Beauregard Town home at 728 Europe Street

Opera on Fresh Start
In February, Mayor Broome kicked oﬀ Opera on Fresh Start, a parishwide cleanup eﬀort. On speciﬁed Saturday mornings, volunteers pick
up li er and beau fy targeted areas. Following cleanup on Saturday,
Department of Public Works staﬀ concentrate their eﬀorts for the week
to clean up li er and causes of blight in the area. In 2020, Opera on
Fresh Start has cleaned up areas in Baker, Downtown, Eden Park,
Gardere, Mid City, Scotlandville, and O’Neal Lane. Since its start in
2018, Opera on Fresh Start has resulted in the following:
- Disposal of over 1,065 tons of garbage and debris
- Removal of over 9,376 illegally dumped res
- Removal of over 3,800 bags of li er
- 125 street signs replaced
- Over 275 potholes ﬁlled
- Removal of over 34,000 pounds of broken concrete
- Removal of over 3,100 illegally placed signs

Dr. Leo S. Butler House

Volunteer cleanup eﬀort.
Source: WAFB
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TRANSPORTATION GOALS
1. Establish a road network with
improved and acceptable local and
regional traﬃc conges on levels.
2. Establish and support the development
of connec vity throughout the
transporta on system.
3. Implement complete street policies
and design concepts.
4. Develop a modern, choice-rider transit
system.
5. Enhance the bicycle and pedestrian
network throughout the Parish.
6. Improve coordina on between
agencies to improve communica on
and transporta on results.
7. Reduce vehicular emissions.
Total Element Objec ves – 17

Transporta on
This purpose of this element is to ensure a sustainable transporta on
network through connec vity, eﬃciency and ﬂexibility which supports Baton
Rouge’s livability, sustainability, and overall economic growth.

Indicators
Conges on Levels
While the data has shown that workers in East Baton Rouge Parish have a
shorter average commute me than the state and na onal average (see
box on the next page), the conges on levels of our streets is very high. The
graphic below, highlights the severity of the congested streets during the
weekdays and the steep drop in the graph is due to the Covid-19 shutdowns.
By week 42 of 2020, the conges ons levels begin to trend upward. It is
important to monitor both the means of transporta on to work and the
conges on levels as our transporta on plans mature.

Means of Transporta on to Work

Total Element Ac on Items – 48
Principal Lead Agencies
Department of Transporta on and
Drainage
Capital Area Transit
Mayor’s Oﬃce
Build Baton Rouge
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The chart above taken from the 2019 American Community Survey, is
the percentage of travelers using a par cular type of transporta on for
work.Informa on on changes in mode for commu ng is one gauge of the
eﬀec veness of transporta on policy. The graph below shows driving alone is
the main mode of commute in East Baton Rouge Parish.

Source: TomTom.com
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Accomplishments
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
In 2019, local agencies worked together to secure a $15 million federal
BUILD grant, which supports infrastructure investments across the country,
and will be used in Baton Rouge to fund and implement the PlankNicholson BRT. This year, progress has been made in securing addi onal
funding and towards the $53.6 million high-frequency transit service, with
an an cipated construc on start in 2021.
This 9 mile BRT will eﬃciently link residents to the two universi es, the
Water Campus development, downtown and numerous commercial
businesses along Plank Road, where the highest percentage of carless
households reside.

Transporta on and Land Use
In 2020, MovEBR has made steady progress on the parish's largest
infrastructure project. The chart below, which is from the MovEBR website,
shows the progress made in the past year, including a major upgrade to
traﬃc signals and new school ﬂashers. The upgrades to the traﬃc signals
will allow for transit and emergency vehicle pre-emp on as well as
synchroniza on to ease congested streets.

Source: MovEBR.com

AARP Livability Score
Transporta on
Category
Safe and convenient op ons

37
MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
EBR Pedestrian Bicycle Master
Plan MovEBR School Flashers
MovEBR Signaliza on
Bus Rapid Transit
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS
1. Develop, cul vate and retain talent.
2. Support private sector business development.
3. Support employers in key geographic areas.
4. Connect educa on and training ins tu ons with
private and public sectors.
Total Element Objec ves – 23
Total Element Ac on Items – 59
Principal Lead Agencies
Baton Rouge Area Chamber
Baton Rouge Health District
Downtown Development District
Informa on Services

New mul -tenant oﬃce building of the Water
Campus in Downtown East

Economic Development Element
The purpose of this element is to provide an analysis of Baton
Rouge’s economy, including long-term socioeconomic trends, an
assessment of key industry clusters and an ac on plan that will
guide Baton Rouge’s economic development eﬀorts for future
decades.

Indicators
Median Household Income
Since 2017, the median household income in the City of Baton
Rouge and East Baton Rouge Parish has increased. Both the city and
the parish increased by around 2 percent from 2017 to 2018. The
city increased by 6.5% and the parish increased by 4.2% from 2018
to 2019. From 2017 to 2019, the city increased by 8.6%, the parish
6.8%. Over this same me period, the median household income
in the U.S. increased by 2.3%. As economic development goals are
met, the median household income for the parish should con nue
to increase.
2017

2018

2019

City of Baton Rouge

$40,948

$41,761

$44,470

East Baton Rouge Parish

$51,436

$52,719

$54,948

U.S.

$61,372

$60,293

$62,843

Source: US Census

People in Poverty
Both the city of Baton Rouge and East Baton Rouge Parish have
seen a decrease in the number of people living in poverty, but at
a much slower pace then the U.S. As the Parish con nues to strive
to set the bar for economic development, people in poverty for
the parish should con nue to close the gap between that of the
na onal average.
From 2017 to 2019, the number of people in poverty deceased by
1.2 percent in the city and 1.4 percent in the parish, but 4.1 percent
in the U.S. From 2018 to 2019, the number of people in poverty
decreased by 0.4 percent in the city, 0.6 percent in the parish, and
3.6 percent in the U.S.
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2017

2018

2019

City of Baton Rouge

26.0%

25.2%

24.8%

East Baton Rouge Parish

19.1%

18.3%

17.7%

U.S.

14.6%

14.1%

10.5%
Source: US Census
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Accomplishments
Baton Rouge Health District Awarded Federal Economic
Development Administra on Venture Challenge Grant
The Baton Rouge Health District was awarded the Federal Economic
Development Administra on's (EDA) Venture Challenge grant. The
$600,000 grant award will be matched by the Health District, Baton
Rouge Area Chamber (BRAC), and the Pennington Biomedical Research
Center. This funding will be used to launch a $1.2 million regional
healthcare technology innova on program (Health Tech Catalyst) that
will foster entrepreneurship and help improve the lives of pa ents. The
program expects to create 100 new jobs, $5 million in innova on capital
and have an overall engagement of 1,500 stakeholders.

Baton Rouge General Emergency Room
In summer 2020, the Baton Rouge General Mid City Medical Center
Emergency Room reopened for the ﬁrst me since 2015. The center
reopened with ﬁnancial support with the Governor’s Oﬃce of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP). In separate agreement
s pula on, GOHSEP will reimburse the hospital up to $20 million for
the costs during the contract term. Since the reopening, the center has
created 50 new jobs, for an es mated total of 400 jobs. The revival of
the center provides adequate medical services to residents and visitors
and joins other essen al services in the Mid-City and downtown area.

AARP Livability
Score
Opportunity Category
Inclusion and possibili es

50
PROGRESS MADE
Key Accomplishments
The Water Campus Developments
Baton Rouge General Emergency
Room reopens
Economic Development
Incen ves map created
Baton Rouge Health District
awarded EDA Venture Challenge
Grant

Economic Development Incen ves Map
The Economic Development Incen ves Map is a user-friendly GIS Web
Applica on that displays a variety of economic related datasets for
East Baton Rouge Parish. Users can conﬁrm sites that qualify for local
economic development incen ves, such as Economic Development
Districts, Enterprise Zones, and Historic District Tax.
The various map layers include more details about the respec ve
incen ve as well as hyperlinks for suppor ng documenta on. This
applica on has helped users to iden fy if their property is located in a
qualifying area, making it easier to apply for local incen ves.

Baton Rouge General Mid-City Medical Center
Source: Baton Rouge General

Economic Development Incen ves Map
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HOUSING GOALS
1. Create a balanced housing supply.
2. Coordinate housing planning with the region.
3. Ensure that East Baton Rouge Parish’s exis ng
neighborhoods are stable and strong.
4. Coordinate housing and economic
development eﬀorts.
5. Promote sustainable, energy-eﬃcient housing
in transporta on-eﬃcient neighborhoods.
Total Element Objec ves – 10
Total Element Ac on Items – 45
Principal Lead Agencies
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President
Oﬃce of the Planning Commission
Build Baton Rouge
EBR Housing Authority

Housing Element
The purpose of this element is to determine which housing
types should be targeted to meet the needs of the City-Parish’s
popula on. If East Baton Rouge Parish cul vates a balanced
housing mix that builds on emerging market dynamics, it will have
a major compe ve economic advantage over its peer ci es.

Indicators
Mix of Housing Types
A goal of FUTUREBR is to encourage a balanced housing supply
by suppor ng higher density in speciﬁed areas. Despite this, the
majority of new residen al construc on con nues to be singlefamily, reﬂec ng current market demands.
2018

2019

2020

Single Family

75%

87%

54%

Townhouse

1%

11%

7%

Condo/Apt

24%

2%

39%

Aﬀordability of Housing
An increasing problema c trend in the United States is the
percentage of “rent-burdened” or “rent-stressed” people.
Someone who is rent-stressed devotes more than 30-35% of their
annual income to rent. The percentage of rent-stressed renters in
Louisiana is higher than the percentage na onally. In Louisiana,
44.6% of renters devote more than 35% of their income to rent.
The average rate in the U.S. is 42%.
The percentage of rent-stressed households in Baton Rouge is
42%, and the percentage of households who are extremely rentstressed (over 50% of income devoted to rent) is over 27%. The
majority of extremely rent-stressed households in Baton Rouge
are located in North Baton Rouge and Gardere. On average, Baton
Rouge residents have to work 15 eight-hour days just to pay oﬀ
their rent for the month. (Louisiana Housing Corpora on)
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Loca on of New Housing
An ac on item in FUTUREBR is to “encourage development in
downtown Baton Rouge, the City’s inner neighborhoods, and in
transportation efficient locations across the City-Parish.” The marker
we set was for 10 percent of new housing each year to be located
within the Urban/Walkable character area. In 2020, only 5 percent of
new housing was located within the Urban/Walkable character area.
Almost all other residen al development in the Parish was located
within the Suburban character area.
Single
Family
Residen al

Townhouse

Condo/
Apartment

Total

Downtown

1

0

0

1

Urban

43

9

278

330

Suburban

758

96

280

1134

Rural

40

0

0

40

AARP Livability Score
Housing Category
Aﬀordability and access

54
MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
Elysian III
Motor City Apartments

Accomplishment
With the revival of Downtown Baton Rouge reaching its maturity,
Downtown East has begun to see its own revival in recent years. When
the Downtown Development District expanded its borders to include
Downtown East, it had this exact goal in mind. With the success of
The Elysian, a mixed-income mid-rise apartment complex, came a
ﬂurry of residen al developments. Most recently, The Elysian II and III
ﬁnished construc on, adding much-needed aﬀordable housing units
within close proximity to Spanish Town. Soon to be constructed are the
Motor City Apartments, a high density complex that makes great use
of a transit-eﬃcient block at the foot of Scenic Highway. With such an
abundance of high-quality housing being built in Downtown East, the
area is primed for con nued revival.

The Elysian complex has proven to be a successful formula for adding
aﬀordable housing units in the downtown area.
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PARKS AND RECREATION GOALS
1. Increase quality of exis ng parks, access to
parks and recrea on facili es, and diversity of
programs.
2. Improve and expand pedestrian and bicycle paths
and trails to promote ac ve recrea on and to
provide be er connec ons to parks.
3. Expand the City-Parish’s nature parks while
providing educa onal and recrea onal
opportuni es to Parish residents.
Total Element Objec ves - 7
Total Element Ac on Items - 27
Principal Lead Agencies
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President
BREC

Parks and Recrea on Element
The purpose of this element is to establish programs for
land and natural resource conserva on and management, to
promote BREC’s priority ac ons. A high quality system of parks
and recrea on resources provides a mul tude of community
beneﬁts: protec ng our environment, preserving wildlife habitat,
strengthening local economies, a rac ng new businesses,
contribu ng to the local tax base, increasing property values, and
promo ng healthy lifestyles.

Indicator
Park Ameni es and Walkability to Parks
The City of Baton Rouge is ranked in the 94th percen le for the
number of basketball hoops and ranked in the 100th percen le
for the number of recrea on and senior centers. In addi on to
the number of park ameni es, 53 percent of residents live within
a ten minute walk of a park, just one percent below the na onal
average. Fi y-nine percent of low income residents and 56
percent of children ages 0-19 live within ten minutes of a park.
Source: The Trust for Public Land ParkScore Index

Accomplishments
River Levee Bike & Walking Path Extension
A 12.013 mile levee path atop River Road stretches from
Hollywood Casino in downtown to L’Auberge Casino and Hotel.
Due to the scope and complexity of the project, the levee path
was broken up into four phases. Phase I was completed in 2005
and runs from Lafaye e Street to LSU at Skip Bertman Drive,
totaling 2.121 miles. Phase II was completed in 2009 and runs
from Skip Bertman Drive to BREC’s Farr Park Equestrian Center,
totaling 1.8 miles. Phase IV was runs from Ben Hur Road to
L’Auberge Casino and Hotel, totaling 1.317 miles. Phase III of the
project was recently completed and runs from BREC’s Farr Park
Equestrian Center to Ben Hur Road. Phase III of the levee paths
connects the ﬁrst two phases and closes the 6.75 mile gap of the
path.

Greenwood Community Park & Baton Rouge Zoo Updates
River Levee Bike & Walking Path
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The Greenwood Park and Baton Rouge Zoo Master Plan was
approved in 2019. Phase I improvements are currently underway,
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totaling around $35 million. These funds will provide a signature
adventure playground, a beau ful promenade along the Bayou, a
green parking lot for the park and zoo, a new entrance building, new
animal exhibits and care facili es, and updated infrastructure. Since the
pandemic, the zoo has played a crucial part in providing physical and
mental beneﬁts of outdoor recrea on. The improvements to the park
and zoo will con nue to contribute to the quality of life, health, and
wellness of the parish.

BREC Park Improvements
The ﬁrst goal of the Parks and Recrea on element is to “Increase
quality of exis ng parks, access to parks and recrea on facili es,
and diversity of programs.” As part of the Imagine Your Parks 2
Be er Parks- Be er Living 10-year strategic plan, BREC implements
strategies for development and maintenance of various park ameni es
and greenspaces. There are currently eight community parks and
17 neighborhood parks with six special use facili es projects being
conducted. Under the strategic plan, three community parks, 30
neighborhood parks, and four special use facili es projects have
been completed. Some of these recent improvements include Forest
Community Park and Woodlawn Acres Neighborhood Park. The Forest
Community Park updates included a new play area, mee ng and
mul -purpose rooms, storage space heat and air condi oning, and a
resurfaced gym ﬂoor. The Woodlawn Acres Neighborhood Park updates
included a new playground, par al walking loop, cricket pitch and
ﬁeld and picnic shelter and pavilion. Both project improvements were
completed in spring 2020.

MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
River Levee Bike & Walking Path
in Phase 3
BREC Park Improvements
Greenwood Community Park and
Baton Rouge Zoo updates

Renderings of Greenwood Park and Zoo Phase I
Forest Community Park
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ENVIRONMENT AND
CONSERVATION GOALS
1. Preserve and enhance environmental assets.
2. Protect watersheds, wetlands, and ﬂoodplains.
3. Improve and protect the quality and quan ty of
surface water and groundwater.
4. Preserve and restore the tree canopy.
5. Improve air quality to meet or exceed na onal
ambient air quality standards.
6. Protect, preserve and enhance land resources
and natural features.
Total Element Objec ves - 16
Total Element Ac on Items - 63
Principal Lead Agencies
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President
Environmental Services
Planning Commission

Environment and Conserva on Element
The purpose of this element is to provide recommenda ons that will
protect and conserve the environmental assets of the City-Parish and
to foster a green, ac ve, ecologically diverse and economically sound
community.

Indicator
Air Quality Index
The Environmental Protec on Agency (EPA) compiles an annual
summary of Air Quality Index (AQI) values for geographic areas
that center on an urban place and adjacent areas that are
socioeconomically ed to it by commu ng. AQI takes into account all
of the air pollutants measured .
As stakeholders in Baton Rouge minimize air pollutant emissions from
mobile and sta onary sources to reduce emissions, the AQI for the
parish is steadily improving. The EPA has established ﬁve categories for
daily AQI: Good, Moderate, Unhealthy for Sensi ve Groups, Unhealthy
and Very Unhealthy. As emissions are reduced, the number of days in
the Good and Moderate categories will increase.
The chart below shows the data for the parish and the number of Good
days has increased from 208 in 2016 to 281 in 2020. There were no
unhealthy or very unhealthy days since we began tracking this data.

Cormorant birds make their annual visit to the
Baton Rouge Lakes.

Source: Environmental Protec on Agency h ps://www.epa.gov/air-data
Report generated November 30, 2020
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Accomplishments
Stormwater Master Planning
The widespread ﬂooding event of 2016 brought awareness of
the vulnerability of the Parish to a changing climate. Clean water,
protected ﬂoodplains and protec on of natural features are East
Baton Rouge issues that will be addressed in the Stormwater Master
Plan. Phase I, Implementa on Framework, has been completed and
Phase II which will evaluate the watershed on a regional level is
underway.
Tree Canopy
In 2016, the UDC was amended to allow credits to parking,
landscaping, paving requirements and sidewalk loca ons for tree
preserva on. The result has been preserva on of some very large,
mature live oak trees in areas of the parish. Tree preserva on, when
done properly with best management prac ces, adds value to urban
areas by:
- mi ga ng urban heat eﬀects
- capturing and slowing stormwater
- shading and cooling up to 20 degrees
- requiring a superior level of design
- oﬀering habitats for other species such as birds
- maintaining a high quality of life

AARP Livability Score
Environment Category
Clean air and water

56
MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
Improved Air Quality
Water quality improvements
Tree Preserva on

Live Oak trees at the Long Farm Development were properly preserved
during construc on by avoiding the dripline and using alterna ve
pavement near the root system
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INFRASTRUCTURE GOALS
1. Collect wastewater and provide eﬀec ve
treatment in an eﬃcient, reliable, sustainable
and environmentally sound manner.
2. Reduce the impact of ﬂooding.
3. Improve the drainage system to improve water
quality.

Infrastructure
The purpose of this element is to provide an overview and
assessment of the current City-Parish wastewater, drainage,
drinking water and public buildings. The core values and
aspira ons of the Vision developed for FUTUREBR were used as
the framework for developing recommenda ons for the City-Parish
Infrastructure Element.

4. Public buildings should be sustainably
constructed, strategically located and
comprehensively planned.

Indicator

Total Element Objec ves - 16

Community Ra ng System

Total Element Ac on Items - 42

A goal of the Infrastructure Element is to “reduce the risk of
ﬂooding to exis ng and future structures.” A proxy for measuring
the progress on this goal is the Parish’s score on the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s Community Ra ng System
(CRS). The CRS is a voluntary program for Na onal Flood Insurance
Program par cipa ng communi es; the score is based on the
measures the community has implemented to provide protec on
from ﬂooding with the lower number reﬂec ng more ac vi es
implemented to reduce the risk of ﬂooding. Communi es with a
1 ra ng have the strongest ﬂoodplain management ini a ves. In
2019, East Baton Rouge Parish was classiﬁed as a 7, among the
best in Louisiana.

Principal Lead Agencies
Building and Grounds
Environmental Services
Transporta on and Drainage

Parish

CRS Score

East Baton Rouge

7

Terrebonne

7

Orleans

8

Lafaye e

8

Ascension

8

Livingston

10

Broadband

A 50 foot 5G cell tower in the Tara Subdivision
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High speed internet access at home is an essen al part of everyday
life for many City-Parish residents. While most homes in the parish
do have access to broadband, approximately 1,500 households
do not have access to broadband connec ons. FUTUREBR
Housing Ac on Item 4.1.3 states “Ensure that every home has the
infrastructure to connect to high speed broadband internet.” Both
the city and the parish have seen a steady increase in broadband
access for households. From 2017 to 2018, the city increased by
3.1% and the parish increased by 2.9%. From 2018 to 2019, the
city increased by 4.7% and the parish increased by 3.6%.
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2017

2018

2019

City of Baton Rouge

72.6%

76.7%

80.4%

East Baton Rouge
Parish

77.1%

80.0%

83.6%

United States

78.1%

80.4%

82.7%

Source: U.S. Census

Accomplishments
MoveBR Green Infrastructure
All of the MoveBR cross sec ons have some green infrastructure
component, such as rain gardens or ﬂow-through planters. Green
infrastructure will help minimize repe ve ﬂooding and improve water
quality. Currently, there are three projects in the construc on phase
and 18 projects in the design phase. In addi on to green infrastructure
implementa on, $150 Million dollars have been bonded to advance
the MOVEBR Highway Infrastructure ini a ve. This program will help
improve drainage along 50 city-parish roads.

Comite River Diversion Canal Project

MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
MoveBR Green Infrastructure
Comite River Diversion Canal
Project
EBR recieved nearly $4
million from FEMA to develop
Stormwater Master Plan

The $343 million Comite River Diversion Canal Project will consist of a
12-mile long diversion channel from the Comite River to the Mississippi
River, control structures and other ﬂood preven on features. The canal
will help reduce the impact of ﬂooding and provide urban ﬂood damage
reduc on. Construc on work has already started in the U.S. 61 area and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers expects to award a $80 million contract
to dig out and build a 1.5-mile segment of the canal. The project is set to
be completed by the end of 2021.

Comite River Diverison Plan
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PUBLIC SERVICES GOALS
1. Provide eﬃcient, eﬀec ve, and coordinated
services to the public.
2. Enable persons to have healthy and sa sfying
lives in a comfortable and safe natural
environment.
3. Support an educa onal system which consists
of academically and ﬁnancially strong and
stable schools.
4. Increase the sustainability of the Parish of
East Baton Rouge and enhance the long term
viability of the Metropolitan Sta s cal Area.
Total Element Objec ves - 18
Total Element Ac on Items - 62
Principal Lead Agencies
East Baton Rouge Parish School Board
East Baton Rouge Sheriﬀ's Oﬃce
Informa on Services
MOHSEP
Oﬃce of the Mayor-President

Public Services Element
The purpose of this element is to address long term coordina on
with local, state and federal agencies. Coordina ng policies,
procedures, and informa on between agencies prevents duplica on
of services and eﬀorts thereby ensuring eﬃciency of customer
service and improving ci zen access to these services.

Indicator
Gradua on Rates
East Baton Rouge Parish school gradua on rates increased by 1.9
percent from 2016-2017 to 2018-2019. Both the state and the
parish have seen a slight drop in gradua on rates from the previous
year, with the state having a -1.3 percent change and the parish
showing a -3.8 percent change from 2017-2018 to 2018-2019.
However, the number of students who graduated on me reached
a state record in 2019 at 42,650, up from 40,131. As the parish
con nues to strive for academically and ﬁnancially strong and stable
schools, the parish will see improvements in gradua on rates.
2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

East Baton Rouge
Parish

66.7%

72.4%

68.6%

Louisiana

78.2%

81.4%

80.1%

Source: Louisiana Department of Educa on- Louisiana Believes

Accomplishments
The New River Center Branch library

The New River Center Branch Library
Source: Downtown Development District

PG. 42

The new state-of-the-art River Center Branch Library is a 48,490
square-foot, four-ﬂoor modern library with dynamic, collabora ve
spaces for all ages that opened in June 2020. The new library
oﬀers patrons new opportuni es for learning, collabora on, and
crea vity. The library has dedicated ﬂoors for children, teens, and
adults. In addi on to tradi onal collec ons, the library provides
mee ng rooms for community members, conference rooms
equipped with remote distance learning technology, media tech
labs, and a founda on and grants center. The library structure is
built to respond to the local climate with a shaded public plaza,
trellised roof terrace, and large windows. Despite COVID-19
restric ons, the new library provides access to diﬀerent forms of
media and is vibrant community hub.
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Jeﬀerson Terrace Academy
The sparkling new Jeﬀerson Terrace Academy is a 125,000 squarefoot, K-8 school that opened in fall 2020. The new school replaced
the old Jeﬀerson Elementary school and can hold more than 700
students. The school has returned to face-to-face instruc on with
a virtual learning op on.
City-Parish's Inaugural Ci zen Data Academy
The city-parish launched a free virtual ci zen data academy led by
technology and innova on experts that featured a three-part training
series. The academy was designed to help Baton Rouge residents what
City-parish data includes, where it is located, and how to use it to
understand trends and improve quality of life in within the community.
The academy gave an overview of open data and EBRGIS programs,
how to create charts and maps and use various tools analyze data.
This academy plays an integral part in equipping the public with the
necessary skills to access and analyze public data.

Red S ck Ready 311 Dashboard
The Red S ck Ready 311 Dashboard is an online applica on that maps
311 service requests within the parish. The app displays the total entries
for categories such as blight, code viola ons, environmental issues, and
street and traﬃc issues within me frames ranging from the past week
to year-to-date. The dashboard is useful for comparing all the categories’
sta s cs in one view. The dashboard is just one of several interac ve
tools within the EBRGIS Map Portal banner gallery. This useful resource
provides users with accurate, up-to-date data and encourages ci zen
engagement.

AARP Livability Score
Engagement Category
Civic and social engagement

81
MOVING FORWARD
Key Accomplishments
The New River Center Branch
Library
Jeﬀerson Terrace Academy
City-Parish's Inaugural Ci zen
Data Academy
Red S ck Ready 311 Dashboard

Exterior of Jeﬀerson Terrace Academy
Source: The Advocate
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Planning Commission Staﬀ
Ryan Holcomb, AICP, Planning Director
Gilles Morin AICP, CFM, Assistant Planning Director
Vance Baldwin, ASLA, CFM, Planning Project Coordinator
Anne e Chambliss, Execu ve Assistant
Donna Benne , Senior Clerical Specialist
Maggie Trenary Gleason, AICP, Long Range Planning Manager
Jasmine Thomas, Planner II
Collin Lindrew, Planner I
Osa Marie Hopkins, Senior Clerical Specialist
Glenn Hanna, Current Planning Manager
(Vacant) Senior Planner
Donnicha London, Planner II
Esbii Ogholoh, Planner II
Meaghan Nguyen, Planner I
Mashanka Taylor, Senior Administra ve Specialist
Ablenell Smith, Administra ve Specialist
Blanca Azucena Tejera, Site Plan and Plats Manager
Rexter Chambers, Senior Planner
Alexander Johnson, Planner I
Others Involved in the Annual Report
Jus n Priola, GIS Coordinator
Chris Berg, Intern
Camille Norton, Intern
Gabriel Olivier, Intern
Special Thanks to Parish A orney's Oﬃce
Paulo Messina, Assistant City Prosecutor
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