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Mission and Goals

The mission of the East Baton Rouge Parish Planning Commission is to be a driving
force supporting the development and implementation of the comprehensive
plan, providing guidance for growth, development, and restoration, while
recognizing the importance of maintaining healthy, diversified neighborhoods,
encouraging increased access to economic opportunity, and enhancing the
quality of life for all residents of East Baton Rouge Parish.
2016 Goals
• Apply policies consistently through decision making and actions.
• Treat all applications and individuals fairly and objectively.
• Provide planning services that are consistent with the goals and objectives
of the Comprehensive Plan.
• Promote the education, awareness and involvement of the citizens in the
planning process.
• Guide growth and development to encourage economic vitality and
employment opportunities throughout the community without negatively
impacting infrastructure, the environment or public services.
• Provide professional development and training for Planning Commission
members and staff.
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Planning Commission
Baton Rouge created its City Planning Commission in 1941 under the provisions of State
Act No. 204, written in 1926, and Section 33 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes. In 1949, the
City of Baton Rouge combined with the Parish of East Baton Rouge to become one of the
United States’ first consolidated city and parish governing units; hence the name City-Parish
Planning Commission.
The legislated role of the Planning Commission is “to make and adopt a master plan for the
physical development of the municipality and promote public interest in and understanding
of a plan.” Charged by State Law and Metropolitan Charter to support comprehensive
planning and land use controls, the Commission coordinates the implementation and
update of the Comprehensive Plan and also develops zoning and subdivision regulations.
The Planning Commission and the Staff make recommendations to the Metropolitan Council
regarding ordinances, regulations and land use requirements. The Planning Commission
applies its knowledge and experience to the planning and zoning matters they consider at
monthly public hearings.

In Memoriam
On July 27, the Planning Commission lost the services of one of its members, Greg DuCote.
Greg was appointed to the Planning Commission in December of 2013. Greg never hesitated
to express his disagreement with the opinion of staff, but he always did so in a manner
that ensured we would still be friends after the meetings. On the Planning Commission,
he continued an advocacy for the environment that pre-dated his appointment and no
doubt reflected his work with the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources. Greg was
equally vocal in his support for the concerns of neighborhoods, something that reflected his
participation with the Southside Civic Association. Greg’s time on the Planning Commission
was a reflection of his favorite quote from Thucydides: “a man who takes no part in public
affairs is not merely lazy, but good for nothing.”
Baton Rouge was well-served by Greg DuCote on the Planning Commission. He is missed.

Gregory DuCote
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Planning
Committees
Historic Preservation Commission

Complete Streets Advisory Committee

The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), established by
the Metropolitan Council in 2004, is considered a part of
the planning functions of City-Parish Government, and
is administered by the staff of the Office of the Planning
Commission.
The HPC had been working on a revision of Section 3.5 of the
Unified Development Code since 2014 to simplify the existing
ordinance language. The revisions were adopted by the
Metropolitan Council for in 2016.
The HPC celebrated the 50th Anniversary of the National
Preservation Act in 2016 and recognized Preservation Month in
May.
HPC members in 2016 included Chairman Susannah Bing, Vice
Chairman Uyuho Eduok, Whitney Cooper, Nedra Davis, Jeff Duhe,
Amy Fransen, and Genny Prosser Pesnell.

The Advisory Committee is a forum to provide an opportunity for
public stakeholder input on transportation improvements. This
allows for a robust public process regarding Complete Streets
policy and implementation in the City-Parish. The Committee
convened for the first time in February of 2016, and typically met
monthly throughout the year.
The Committee reviewed and recommended adoption of
revised UDC Chapter 17, Parking and Loading related to bicycle
parking and revised UDC Chapter 13, Streets and Sidewalks
with amendments, including criteria for sidewalk waivers. The
Committee also reviewed and recommended approval of Green
Light Plan Beautification projects.

The HPC received a proclamation from the Mayor-President
recognizing May as Preservation Month.

Other committee activities included designating a Committee
liaison to the Planning Commission regarding sidewalk waiver
requests, supporting the City-Parish’s Big Jump application, and
provided input to the update of the FUTUREBR Transportation
Element.
The committee received presentations on the Government
Street Road Diet, Green Light Plan II, TramLinkBR, Baton Rouge
BikeShare Program, and the Capital Area Transit System.
Complete Streets members in 2016 included Chairman Logan
Anderson; Vice Chairman Laurence Lambert; Andy Allen; Peter
Breaux; Aaron Cherry; Nancy Curry; Eric Dexter; Rachel Diresto;
Frank Duke; Jeanne George; Rhaoul Guilliaume, Sr.; David
Guillory; Beaux Jones; Stephen Kauffman; Joshua Melder; Dennis
Mitchell; and Mike Walker.
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Zoning Advisory Committee
The original Zoning Advisory Committee (ZAC) was created by
former Planning Director Troy Bunch to provide him with input
on potential changes to the Unified Development Code (UDC).
Over time, the ZAC evolved from a 23-member committee
of developers, architects, builders, and lawyers selected by
the Planning Director to a 17-member committee appointed
by the chairman of the Planning Commission that includes
representatives of the Planning Commission, the Mayor’s Office,
and the Federation of Greater Baton Rouge Civic Associations, as
well as the developer-interests that composed the original ZAC.
The primary function of the ZAC has changed only slightly with
these changes in membership. Its input is now made directly to
the Planning Commission as opposed to the Planning Director
and it no longer reviews ordinance changes initiated by the
Metro Council.

Late in 2016, the ZAC began review of another major ordinance
change – a rewrite of the sign regulations to reflect the
requirements of recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions regarding
content neutrality of sign regulations.
In recognition of its ongoing work to improve Baton Rouge’s land
development regulations, the Baton Rouge Growth Coalition
presented the ZAC with its Quality of Life Award at its 2016 Good
Growth Awards banquet.
ZAC members in 2016 included Chairman Charles Landry,
Vice Chairman Herb Gomez, Larry Bankston, Scott Bardwell,
Mike Bruce, Rex Cabaniss, Nancy Curry, Anthony Dorsa, Mike
Hogstrom, Jason Lockhart, Russell Mosely, John Price, Trula
Remson, Sam Sanders, Elizabeth “Boo” Thomas, Tara Wicker, and
Lonnie Wilkinson.

In 2016, the ZAC was busy reviewing several major revisions to
the UDC. These included complete re-writes of four chapters:
Dimensional Standards, Streets and Sidewalks, Parking, and
Landscaping. These major revisions began the implementation
of the character areas envisioned by FUTUREBR, regulating
development throughout the parish based on the character of
the area in which the development was proposed.
In addition to these major revisions, the ZAC considered several
other ordinance changes. These included ensuring differentiation
in the Office zoning districts and, more significantly, revising
the uses in the Rural zoning districts to eliminate some of the
“grandfathering” of sites that had been in place since 1994. They
also addressed issues of nonconforming uses, working to simplify
the provisions of that chapter, and a significant revision to the
cluster subdivision provisions of the UDC.

ZAC received the Quality of Life Award from the Baton Rouge
Growth Coalition in 2016.
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Planning
Awards, Conferences, and Recognition
Planning Director’s Award

Conferences

This award is presented to an individual whose outstanding efforts
have most contributed to the success of the City-Parish planning
program. In 2016, Annette Haggenmacher, Senior Planner, was the
recipient of the Planning Director’s Award. Annette was recognized
for her ongoing work on the Planning Commission website to make it
easier for the public to access information.

Staff participated in the following conferences during 2016.

Bike Baton Rouge Award
Gilles Morin, Planning Project Coordinator, received the Bike Friendly
Ambassador Award from Bike Baton Rouge in 2016 for his long-term
support of bicycling projects in Baton Rouge. The annual awards
recognize community members who have gone above and beyond in
their efforts to make Baton Rouge a better place to bike.

•

American Planning Association Louisiana Chapter
(Houma, LA)

•

American Planning Assocation National (Phoenix, AZ)

•

American Society of Landscape Architects
(New Orleans, LA)

•

EPA Region 6 Brownfields Conference (Dallas, TX)

•

Louisiana Smart Growth Summit (Baton Rouge, LA)

•

National Alliance of Preservation Commissions
(Mobile, AL)

•

Reclaiming Vacant Properties (Baltimore, MD)

•

Rocky Mountain Land Institute (Denver, CO)

•

Smart Cities Council (Washington, DC)

Planning Director Frank Duke presented at numerous
conferences in 2016. He presented at APA National
Conference on Design Practices that Build Thriving
Communities and on Planning in the Diabetes Belt. He
presented at APA Louisiana on the Baton Rouge Health
District. He also presented at the Rocky Mountain Land
Institute on Fortress Mentality: Why Gated Communities
Are Not the Answer and at the Louisiana Smart Growth
Summit on Supreme Court Cases on Signage.

Employee of the Quarter
Employees of the Quarter is a recognition given by the
Planning Director and Assistant Director to recognize
employees for their work the previous three months.
1st-- Barrett Chaix
2nd -- Rexter Chambers
3rd -- Annette Chambliss
4th-- Vance Baldwin
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Resource Center
The Planning Commission recognizes that the planning process can be an overwhelming experience for members of the general
public. The Resource Center provides a planning professional who is available at all times to assist members of the public with the
planning process, and to answer general questions about planning regulations and procedures. The planner also facilitates the
provision of one-on-one assistance to answer more specific questions. Requests are responded to by telephone, face to face, by
mail, e-mail, or fax. This helps to improve customer service through improving accessibility of the planning staff, expediting the
application process, providing numerous professional services, and disseminating information.
The Resource Center assisted over 3,800 people from the public through November 2016 including phone calls. The majority of the
questions are centered on the Unified Development Code and specific requirements of development.

Professional Development and Public Engagement
Professional Certification and Education
Ryan Holcomb, Assistant Planning Director, earned credentials from the American Institue of Certified Planners (AICP) in 2016.
AICP is the American Planning Association’s professional institute and the recognized leader in certiying professional planners and
promoting ethical planning, professional development, planning education, and standards of practice.
Gilles Morin, Planning Project Coordinator, and Vance Baldwin, Site Plan and Plat Manager, earned credentials as Certified Floodplain
Managers from the Association of State Floodplain Managers. These certifications help keep parish flood insurance rates low.
Long Range Planning Manager Carrie Broussard and Senior Planner Amos Wright received Quality Assurance training by the
Environmental Protection Agency related to Brownfield grant administration.
Staff members were able to take advantage of several opportunities for professional development and education during regular
webinars screened during lunch hours. Topics for these webinars included developing regulations governing short term rentals such
as Airbnb, sign controls, and Complete Streets implementation.

Boards and Organizations
Planning Director Frank Duke serves on the Baton Rouge Area Chamber’s Quality of Place working group. Quality of Place – a
catch-all term for an area’s physical appearance, development and sense of character – has been identified among the region’s
most needed but most overlooked issues, and one that has already been embraced at the national level as an important economic
development tool for cities and states of all sizes.
Assistant Planning Director Ryan Holcomb serves on the Board of Directors for the Mid City Redevelopment Alliance (MCRA), a
non-profit organization dedicated to the growth and renewal of the Mid City region. In 2016, MCRA announced a new partnership
with NeighborWorks America, a national agency that seeks to develop affordable housing by distributing federal funds to some 240
community development organizations within its network.
Ryan is also on the Downtown Development District Maintenance Committee. This committee was formed as part of a community
engagement campaign, and is comprised of downtown business leaders, residents, and City-Parish officials. It recently recommended
revisions to the Sidewalk Café Ordinance to address accessibility, traffic and fire codes, and liability issues.
Long Range Planning Manager Carrie Broussard serves at the secretary of the Capital Section of the American Planning Association
Louisiana Chapter. The mission of the APA Louisiana is to promote the practice of community and regional planning in Louisiana by
enhancing the effectiveness of planners in impacting public policy.
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Planning
Public Outreach
Planning Commission staff participated in two Children’s Community Charrettes organized by Councilwoman Tara Wicker. One
charrette was held at Polk Elementary and focused on the Old South Baton Rouge area near the Knock Knock Children’s Museum at
City Park. The second charrette was held at the River Center and had a parish-wide emphasis.
Carrie Broussard and Antonio Carrere attended a meeting of CADAV at the Scotlandville Library to discuss redevelopment programs
and the FUTUREBR update process. CADAV is a civic organization that works to stop drugs and violence in the Banks Community.
Planning Director Frank Duke attended the Baton Rouge American Institute of Architects Rose Awards in 2016 to present two
awards on behalf the planning commission. Grace Hebert Architects were recognized for their design of the Cajun Industries Office
Expansion that was considered a good example of integrating new construction, including landscape and hardscape, into an existing
suburban campus while encouraging walkability. Ritter Maher Architects were recognized for their model block project, a catalyst for
redevelopment of the Mid City area.

Cajun Industries Office Expansion (above) and Model Block
Development on Government Street (right) received Baton
Rouge AIA Planning Commission Awards.
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Administration
Administration
The Administration Division of the Planning Commission oversees the duties of the Planning Commission including the day-to-day
management of the department and all personnel. This Division is responsible for developing the department budget, developing
and coordinating work programs, processing all Unified Development Code amendments and processing payroll. This division also
works closely with other City-Parish department heads, agencies, and organizations to develop and monitor projects and represents
the Planning Commission before the public at various meetings including Metropolitan Council. Additionally, the administration
regularly provides informational updates on multiple projects to various groups, including the Federation of Civic Associations,
neighborhood groups, the Board of Realtors and the Growth Coalition.

Top row from left: Ryan Holcomb, Frank Duke, Gilles Morin
Bottom row from left: Annette Haggenmacher, Annette Chambliss, Donna Bennett

Flood Response
In August of this year, Baton Rouge was impacted by one of the worst natural disasters to have affected the United States. Rain began
falling on August 11 and over the next few days the rainfall was measured not in inches, but in feet. As a result, many areas of the
parish were inundated with floodwater as the water from this 1,000-year storm quickly exceeded the capacity of the drainage system
to handle it.
Before the floods had dissipated, Planning Commission staff began working to assess the effectiveness of our flood regulations and to
help our community recover from the devastating impacts of the rains of 2016.
Several staff members volunteered their time to aid in recovery, helping flood victims move their belongings to safer locations and to
strip homes of damaged material.
Recognizing the importance of assisting with recovery, staff worked with the Parish Attorney’s Office and the Department of
Development to revise flood regulations that might otherwise have hindered the recovery effort. Definitions were revised to ensure
that this 1,000-year storm event was not considered the norm in determining building elevations for flood protection and to relax the
definition of substantial damage and limit the requirement for elevating structures that had experienced such damage to those in the
high hazard flood zones. Other ordinance revisions designed to facilitate flood recovery expanded the provisions for locating trailers
to house people displaced by the flood.
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Administration
Recognizing that these ordinance revisions might impact
our flood insurance rating, two staff members, Planning
Project Coordinator Gilles Marin and Site Plan and
Plat Planning Manager Vance Baldwin, went through
floodplain management training with a goal of becoming
Certified Floodplain Managers.
While these efforts were focused on immediate recovery
efforts, other members of staff began working to examine
opportunities to enhance protection from future events.
This effort began with meetings with representatives of
LSU’s Coastal Sustainability Studio, Louisiana Sea Grant,
and the Center for Planning Excellence to assess how
well existing regulations performed. As the discussions
continued, other entities, including the Stephenson
Disaster Management Institute and the Department
of Homeland Security joined the discussions with
Planning Commission has been involved with ordinance examination
a goal of developing computer models to assess the
since the August floods to enhance protection from future events.
possibility that storms of this magnitude might return with
increasing frequency and, evaluating their potential impact,
recommend additional changes to strengthen our flood regulations.
The floods that impacted East Baton Rouge Parish in August were devastating, but Planning Commission staff responded to the
challenge posed by the flood, helping with recovery efforts and, as planners, working with others to look at the issue from a longterm perspective in order to develop the data necessary to enhance our sustainability in the future.

Amendments to the Unified Development Code
The following is a list of amendments to Title 7 (Unified Development Code) approved by the Metropolitan Council (MC) in 2016:
February
• Chapter 19 (Amendments), Section 19.6 (Action by the Metropolitan Council) to amend so as to clarify the requirement of
Council voting on amendments recommended for denial by the Planning Commission and to establish a requirement of a (2/3)
to approve any amendment changing the zoning designation of privately owned real property initiated by the Metropolitan
Council, other than those affecting publicly-owned property, that lacked the written support of the property owner for the
proposed change.
March
• Chapter 3 (Administrative Mechanisms), Section 3.5 (Historic Preservation Commission), to clarify requirements and streamline
the review process.
September
•

Chapter 2 (Definitions), to amend the definitions for Record Inundation, Substantial Damage, and Substantial improvement. This
was a Council initiated change in response to the extraordinary flooding event of August 2016.

•

Chapter 15 (Floodways, Floodplains, Drainage, and Erosion), to amend Section 15.21 as to delete the requirements related to
substantial improvements for properties located in Flood Zones B, C, and X.

•

Chapter 8 (Zoning Districts), to create Section 8.107, Character Areas, within the Unified Development Code, dividing the CityParish into four geographic areas, Downtown, Urban/Walkable, Suburban, and Rural, in order to establish regulations that reflect
the development character of each area; and to delete inconsistent provisions throughout the chapter.
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•

Chapter 17 (Parking) and Chapter 20
(Definitions), to repeal and replace the
existing Parking Chapter of the Unified
Development Code, establishing up-to-date
parking regulations that reflect the character
of the area within which a development is
located. Also, to amend the definition of
“Buffer” in Chapter 20.

•

Chapter 18 (Landscape) to repeal and replace
the existing Landscape Chapter of the Unified
Development Code, establishing regulations
that reflect the character of the area within
which a development is located.

•

Chapter 3 (Administrative Mechanisms)
to create Section 3.7, Tree and Landscape
Commission, within the Unified Development
Code, relocating the existing provisions
of Section 18.11, Tree and Landscape
Commission

•

Chapter 4 (Permits and Final Plat Approval)
To create Section 4.14, Land Clearing
Requirements, relocating the existing
provisions of Section 18.3, Land Clearing
Requirements.

•

Chapter 6 (Enforcement and Review) To
create Section 6.8, Violations and Penalties
of Land Clearing and Landscape Regulations,
relocating the existing provisions of Section
18.13, Violations and Penalties.

•

Chapter 11 (Dimensional Regulations) to
Character Areas were adopted in 2016 in order to establish regulations that
repeal and revise allowable heights in office reflect the development character of each area.
districts to better distinguish between NO
(Neighborhood Office) and GOL (General
Office Low Rise) as requested by the Metro Council.

•

Chapter 8 (Zoning Districts) To repeal and revise allowable heights in office districts to better distinguish between NO
(Neighborhood Office) and GOL (General Office Low Rise) as requested by the Metro Council.
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Administration
Technology
The Planning office began using MyPermitNow in 2016. Planning
and the Department of Development are now using the same
system which facilitates project review by multiple departments
within the same workflow. Using the same system allows easy
information exchange between multiple agencies and members
of the public. Also, members of the public can view status of their
projects. It also allows document upload for electronic review at
any time, eliminating the need to travel to the Planning Office. The
system records activity and allows full audit trail and reporting.
Using the online systems has provided better customer service and
increased efficiency.
The Planning staff participated in the formatting of the new agenda
system, LEGISuite-BR. The system is database-driven, and is an
valuable tool for organization and management of data within
legislative environments such as the East Baton Rouge Metropolitan
Council and the City-Parish Planning Commission. With the new
system, decision makers and the public can view all documents
related to agenda items. This helps the decision makers and provides
transparency for citizens. The system has a workflow mechanism for
routing requests throughout the office for the requisite approvals
and eventual placement on an agenda. For example, some agenda
item requests may require the approval of the Planning Director,
while other agenda item requests may not. Workflow mechanisms
also facilitate recording of Council actions, placement on future
agendas, and numbering of Resolutions and Ordinances. There will
be separate workflows for each type of request.
The Planning Commission website was formerly created and
maintained by the City-Parish Information Systems Department. It
was determined that in-house maintenance and design would be
more effective. After being transferred to the Planning Commission,
the website was redesigned and is maintained by Planning
Commission Staff. The website redesign included the purge of
The Planning Commission website was completely redesigned in
outdated information. The current site now hosts a clean and
2016 for citizens to more easily find information.
intuitive user interface. Citizens are able to find the information
they seek at the website with no more than three clicks.

Reasonable Accommodations
In compliance with the Fair Housing Act and the American with Disabilities Act, the Administration Division processes requests for
Reasonable Accommodations to ensure people with protected disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy dwellings.
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Long Range
Long Range Planning Division
The Long Range Planning Division is responsible for the coordination and implementation of FUTUREBR, the 20-year comprehensive
land use and development plan for the City and Parish. The primary function of this Division is to focus on long-range,
comprehensive planning for the City-Parish. The Long Range Planning Division also administers Complete Streets, the Brownfields
Program, Enterprise Zone Program and Restoration Tax Abatement Program.

From left: Marie Hopkins, Antonio Carriere, Carrie Broussard, Amos Wright, and
Calesia Anderson

FUTUREBR 5-Year Update Process
FUTUREBR, adopted in 2011, is currently under evaluation by the Planning Commission staff as a part of the first 5-year update.
In conjunction with lead agencies, Planning staff completed reviews of the Land Use Element, Urban Design and Neighborhoods
Element and the Transportation Element in 2016. A web map application was developed by the City-Parish Information Services
Department to be used during the update for FUTUREBR land use map amendments. Work was also started on the review of the
Parks and Recreation Element in collaboration with BREC. The update of FUTUREBR will continue in 2017 with public meetings and
adoption by Metro Council.

FUTUREBR Amendments
FUTUREBR serves as a guide for development within the Parish. Processes for amendments and updates to the plan were developed
so alterations in growth habits can be accommodated. Conditions change over time and require review at a greater detail for the
plan to remain relevant.

Health District Small Area Plan
The Baton Rouge Health District is an area south of the I-12 and I-10 split in Baton Rouge that contains many of the city’s leading
health care industry sites including Baton Rouge General Hospital, Our Lady of the Lake Regional Medical Center and Pennington
Biomedical Research Center as well as clinics, doctor’s offices, and teaching centers. As this medical district has grown in density
and importance, it has struggled with traffic congestion. With $500 million of new facilities proposed for the area and recognizing
the importance of the medical industry to the regional economy, FUTUREBR called for a plan that would not only address the
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Long Range
traffic concerns, but also to work to build a district identity and leverage the
advantages of multiple industry leaders working in close proximity to increase both
collaboration and innovation. The staff of the Planning Commission worked closely
with the consultant team to develop appropriate goals for the overall development
area. The Health District Plan was adopted by the Metropolitan Council in 2016 as
a FUTUREBR small area plan.

Complete Streets Implementation
The Complete Streets Policy, adopted in 2014, designated the Planning Commission
as one of the departments responsible for implementation and staffing of the
Complete Streets Advisory Committee. The Planning Commission took a variety of
steps to implement Complete Streets in 2016.
The Planning Commission participated in three meeting of the Complete Streets
Technical Committee in 2016. These meetings looked at coordinated development
of a bicycle master plan and reviewed projects related to the Green Light Plan
for recommendation to the Advisory Committee. The Complete Streets Technical
Committee is comprised of representatives from the Planning Commission, Office
of the Mayor-President, Office of Community Development, Department of
Transportation and Drainage, Capital Area Transit System, the Parks and Recreation
Commission, and the Police Department.
The Planning Commission is a member of the Capital Region’s Transportation Safety
Coalition. This is a comprehensive, multidisciplinary plan to reduce the devastating
effects of motor vehicle-related fatalities and injuries on Louisiana roadways.
Emphasis areas include: impaired driving, occupant protection, infrastructure and
operations, bicycles and pedestrians, and young drivers.
The Planning Commission, in collaboration with the Mayor’s Office, the
Department of Transportation and Drainage, the Regional Planning Commission,
the Baton Rouge Parks and Recreation Commission, the Downtown Development
District, the Baton Rouge Area Foundation, and Bike BR submitted for the Big Jump,
a technical assistance program sponsored by People for Bikes to remove barriers
to safe bicycle connections. As a target area improved biking connections between
Downtown and Southern University has been identified.
Baton Rouge BikeShare is a non-profit owned and locally operated bikeshare
system for the City of Baton Rouge. Bike-share is a service in which bicycles are
made available for shared use to individuals on a very short-term basis. Planning
Commission staff participated in planning sessions in preparation for the system to
launch in 2017.
TramLinkBR is the proposed modern streetcar system along Nicholson Drive linking
downtown Baton Rouge with the LSU Campus and serving the neighborhoods
and businesses between them. The modern streetcar will provide a new mode of
urban mobility, facilitate economic development and strengthen the connectivity
between the city’s social, cultural and economic assets. The Planning Commission
The Watermark hotel in downtown Baton
participated in public meetings and collaborated on the TramLinkBR corridor plan
Rouge
was redevelpoped through participation
that includes redevelopment strategies for the area along the tram route.
in the Restoration Tax Abatement Program.
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Restoration Tax Abatement
The Restoration Tax Abatement (RTA) is a state program that
provides an up to ten-year abatement of ad valorem local
property taxes on the renovations and improvements of
existing commercial structures and owner-occupied residences.
This incentive is open to all businesses and homeowners
with existing structures to be expanded, restored, improved
or developed in qualifying locations, and as approved by
Metropolitan Council. Qualifying locations for properties
include those in the Downtown Development District, Economic
Development Districts, Historic Districts, or those listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
The Long Range Division processes applications submitted to
Louisiana Economic Development, preparing a summary of
the project and an estimate of the amount of property taxes
that would be abated for each project that is provided to the
affected taxing authorities and to the Metropolitan Council for
their evaluation and approval. The Long Range Planning Division
reviewed seven RTA applications in 2016.

Enterprise Zone Program

The City-Parish is also a member of South Louisiana Brownfields
Coalition Revolving Loan Fund. This fund provides access to
remediation loans and grants for brownfield redevelopment
projects in Baton Rouge, Acadiana, Houma/Thibodaux, and Lake
Charles.

Interns
University students who are currently enrolled in programs
such as architecture, landscape architecture, geography, urban
planning and related fields can be considered for the the
City-Parish Planning Commission intern program. The Intern
Program provides an opportunity for students to apply their
studies and talents to advance the work plan of the Planning
Commission and gain valuable experience.
Calesia Anderson is an undergraduate student at Southern
University and A&M College. She is currently in her senior year,
pursuing her Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering. Calesia
assists with answering and direting phone calls and assisting
staff with clerical functions such as data entry, file management,
document scanning, and the preparation of documents that are
to be presented at the Planning Commission meetings.

The Baton Rouge Enterprize Zone (EZ) Program is an incentive
program to encourage the creation of permanent new jobs in
geographically targeted areas of the parish. The EZ Program
offers local sales tax rebates to new and expanding businesses
that are located in Enterprise Zones or in specially designated
Economic Development Zones. The local program offers a 1.9%
sales tax refund on construction materials and equipment
purchased by eligible non-retail businesses located within a
designated Enterprise or Economic Development Zone.
In 2016, the Long Range Division received 35 Advance
Notifications from the State including six new Enterprise Zone
applications for eligible projects. Currently, there are six active
applications in various stages of the approval process.

Brownfields Program
The Planning Commission was awarded a $400,000 EPA
Communitywide Brownfield Assessment Grant in 2015. These
funds are used to provide Environmental Site Assessments and
Remediation Planning to facilitate redevelopment of vacant
and underutilized properties in Baton Rouge, and to provide
area-wide brownfield inventories of corridors targeted for
reinvestment. The Long Range Division coordinated three Phase
I environmental site assessments and one Phase II assessment
in 2016. The grant provides funding for the Baton Rouge
Brownfield Program through 2018.
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Current
Current Planning Division
The Current Planning Division provides professional assistance and advice to the public for the development of land throughout East
Baton Rouge Parish. This assistance may take the form of answering inquiries as to what various parcels of land are zoned and what
land uses are permitted in the different zoning districts, or answering questions from the public concerning the development of
property as it relates to the Unified Development Code and the Comprehensive Plan.
The primary function of this division is to focus on rezoning cases that require processing applications and presenting the
applications at public hearings before the Planning Commission and Metropolitan Council. The section is also responsible for planned
developments and Conditional Use Permits.

Top row from left: Mashanka Taylor, Glenn Hanna and Kenneth Moye
Botton row from left: Bryant Dixon and Edward Anthony

18

Site Plan and Plat
Site Plan and Plat Division
The Site Plan and Plat Division provides assistance to the public for the division of land and site plan review of large developments
which allow for permitted uses by right with the current zoning. Divisions of property may include large subdivisions, small divisions
of family land or exchanges of property between adjoining property owners.
Site Plan review may include developments requiring substantial alterations to an existing building footprints or the planning of a
project which may impact the surrounding property owners due to infrastructure improvements.

Subdivisions

Site Plan Review

Subdivision activity includes the following:
• Division of a lot, tract, or parcel of land into two or more lots,
plots, sites, or other units of land
• Dedication, granting, or construction of a road, highway,
street, alley, or servitude through a tract of land regardless of
area
• Exchange of property in which property lines are
reconfigured, but no new lots are created
• Combination of smaller lots of record into larger tracts
• Development of a tract or site of five acres on which two or
more multi-family buildings, office buildings, shops or store
buildings, warehouses or other commercial or industrial
buildings are to be developed

The Site Plan Review process, which was revised in 1995,
assures that all new major multi-family, commercial and
industrial developments within the City-Parish have adequate
drainage, parking facilities and space for vehicular circulation,
as well as proper zoning. Site Plan Review applies to all high
density units such as:
• Multi-family projects of more than 75 units or offices,
shops, stores
• Other commercial or industrial uses with a building(s)of
more than 30,000 square feet, an addition to an existing
structure in which the increase in aggregate floor area is
greater than twenty percent
• Any building that falls within an Urban Design Overlay
District

Exchange of property applications and subdivision applications
that create five or less lots that have the required frontage and
no waivers of the Subdivision Ordinance are reviewed by the
Planning Commission Staff. All other subdivision applications
are reviewed by the Planning Commission Staff and the
Department of Development’s Development Review Committee
prior to approval of the proposed development by the Planning
Commission.

Different procedures apply for projects with more than
100 multi-family units or offices, shops, stores or other
commercial uses with a building or buildings containing
more than 50,000 square feet. Projects of this magnitude
are subject to Planning Commission approval. Developers of
properties that require Site Plan Review submit appropriate
information to the Planning Commission and coordinating
agencies for review.

From left: Vance Baldwin and Rexter Chambers
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2016 Case Activity
The following is a chart of case activity in 2016.
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